Norehern Coloradods
v

Visit NorthemColoradoBridge.com

ACBL Unit 363 Newsletter The RECAP

PRESIDENT’S COLUNMN

Larry Matheny

2009 is certainly off to a great start. The February Winter Sectional set attendance records, our monthly unit games
continue to attract new players, and our local games are healthy. Looking ahead, we are in the process of
organizing a ‘Challenge’ match with the Boulder unit. The details are not in place but we hope to have a two-
session event in August with both pairs and team play. More on this as it develops.

We continue to look for ways to improve bridge in Northern Colorado. We said goodbye to the aging Elks club,
home to many of our games for decades. We also moved the unit games to a larger, air-conditioned facility in Fort
Collins. The mentor games held on 5" Mondays and Wednesdays are very popular. If you haven't attended one of
these games, please contact a club manager for details. On the education front, more classes are available than
ever before and interest continues to grow.

Please support your local clubs and, as always, please contact any of your board members with suggestions or

concerns.
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UNIT 363 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Larry Matheny President 461-3136
Doug Watt Vice President & Unit Games -------------------- 667-2432
Bill Stoltey Secretary, Web Site 206-1202
Ed Yosses Treasurer 667-5312
Andrea French -------------—-——- Sectionals, Education, Publicity ------------------- 225-0243
Rena Hansch Intermediate/Newcomers 223-0611
Sue Simmons Charity Coordinator 351-1035
Dick Webster Membership & Directory 635-9417

Other important volunteers within Unit 363 are:

Bill Dorin Sectionals, Web Site 282-1842

Jon Gustafson Web Site 267-9691

Barbara Meier Unit Games 282-4331
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RESULTS & SCHEDULES

Record-Breaking Winter Sectional

Our Northern Colorado Winter Sectional continues to set new records. We totaled 347.5 tables, a gain of 17.5 from
last year’s sectional. Congratulations go to all who helped with a special “job well done” to co-chairs Bill Dorin and
Andrea French. They did a great job of organizing, coordinating, and finding members to help.

Here are the tournament results:

Bracketed Knockouts

Bracket | Winners

1 Kitty Cooper, Steven Cooper
David Caprera , Varis Carey

2 Rich Laver, Bob Sherman,
Gary Greene, Tom Stack

Bracket 2 Winners

1 Andrea French, Gail Hanson,
Mel Rueppel, John Krueger

2 Judith Butcher, Bob Butcher,
Barb Ellington, Bill Hendrick

Friday Morning 199’er Pairs
DEF
11  Shirley Wertz- Suzy Smith
2 Martha Lee - Grace Sokolik
321 Bill & Chris Leppard

32 Muriel Whiting - Bob Ryan

Friday Morning Open Pairs
ABC
111 Bill Darden - Jane Harroff
1 Larry Mason - Larry Huls
3 2 Laurie Simons - Ed Halteman
32 Frank Demeyer - Marge Webster

Friday Afternoon 199’er Pairs

ABC

1 Robert Martin - Pierre Campbell

2 1 1 Barb Hagen - Phyllis Titterington
3 2 2 Diane Mayer - Jennie Lee

Friday Afternoon Open Pairs

ABC
1 Chuck Henke - Ken Stuckey
2 Jack Larkin - Carolee Larkin

3 Ginny Steele - Bill Stoltey
1 Paul Haines - Daedrie Kleppe
2 Barbara Meier - Stella O’Neill
31 Bill Dorin - David Lavrinets
2 Shirley Hammond - Dee Carlson
3 Rich & Jane Kommrusch

Friday Eve. Strati-flighted A/X Pairs

A X

11 Don Di Felice - Brandon Sheumaker
2 2 Jeanne Gray - Jim Hoerlein

3 En Hay - Allen Kane

3 Anita & Don Heitler

Friday Evening Strati-flighted Pairs
BCD

1 Barbara Massey - Craig Snowden
2 Judy Bredall - Brian Hegarty

3 Larry Mason - Mark Spaeth

2 2 Carolyn & Ross Passerelli
3 John Worley - Tom Cox

Saturday Morning 199’er Pairs
DEF

1 Barbara Miller - Linda Priboth
2 DeDe & Bradley Pomeroy
Donald Fuerst - Richard Rose
Chris Bartlett - Rita Snyder
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Saturday Afternoon 199’er Pairs
DEF
1 Richard Vetter - Shirley Miller
211 Donald Fuerst - Richard Rose
322 Kathy & Tony Allitto
3 Barbara Miller - Linda Priboth

3 Michael O’Brien - James Stuehler

Saturday Stratified Open Pairs

ABC

1 Peggy Ware- Spencer Jones
2 1 Robert Lupton — Robert Paris
3 Jan Janitschke — Garth Yettick

21 Scott Needham — Carol Ward
2 Tom Cox — Peter Miller
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Sunday Strati-flighted B/C/D Swiss Teams

Sunday Strati-flighted A/X Teams BCD
AX 1 1 Rod Southworth, Rosemary Todd,
1 Jim LaForce, Norma Sands, Allen Johnson, Clara Bunning
Hachy & Roger Pennell 1 Laurie Simons, Leona Schuler,
2 En Hay, Allen Kane, A. Hunter, Daedrie Kleppe
Flo & Cal Newlin 3 Robert Paris, Robert Lupton,
3 Tom Stack, Michael Perlman, Bill & Lorie Beard
Gary Steiner, Gary Greene 2 Robert & Judith Butcher,
3 Spencer Jones, Peggy Ware Bill Hendricks, Barbara Ellington
Garth Yettick, Jan Janitschke 1 Jack Purdy, Laura Tompson,
1 Dawn & Greg Foltz, Donna Grant, Alice Klesinger
John Worley, Bruce Sellars 2 Graeme Hennessey, Ray Hedberg,
2 Curt Soloff, Pat Drew, Thad & Cindy Smith
Roberta Vider, Mary Fulton 3 Yayoun Zee, Antonio Vila,
3 Carol Renne, Reiko Raese, Jane & Don Henninger

Eve Davenport, Michael Cottarr
Sunday Stratified 199er Swiss Teams

DEF

1 Gail Hanson, Andrea French,
Jean Ingram, Phyllis Coelho

2 Robert Martin, Rosemary Getsie,

Jean Hupka, Judith Walker
3 11 Suzy Smith, Julie Wertiz,
Barbara Massey, Lee Bennett
2 Percy Harris, S. Brennon,
Janet Dean, Vicki, Postel
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Jim LaForce from Greeley won the Steve Turner Memorial Trophy for most masterpoints by a unit player.

Total masterpoints: 1332.48 earned by 361
players.
Total attendance: 348 tables.

1 26.64 Spencer Jones, Denver CO

2 26.64 Peggy Ware, Denver CO

3 20.83 James LaForce, Greeley CO

4 19.56 Allen Kane, Pueblo West CO

5 18.96 En Hay, Littleton CO

6 18.89 Roger Pennell, Aurora CO

7 18.89 Hachy Pennell, Aurora CO

8 18.83 Jan Janitschke, Littleton CO

9 18.83 Garth Yettick, Denver CO
10 18.27 Norma Sands, Denver CO
11 18.13 Robert Paris, Denver CO
12 18.13 Robert Lupton, Aurora CO
13 16.43 Steven Cooper, Ft Collins CO
14 16.03 Kenneth Stuckey, Arvada CO
15 15.35 Kitty Cooper, Fort Collins CO
16 14.57 Tom Stack, Boulder CO
17 14.57 Gary Greene, Longmont CO
18 14.43 Flo Newlin, Aurora CO
19 14.43 Cal Newlin Jr, Aurora CO
20 13.06 Chuck Henke, Aurora CO
21 12.37 Varis Carey, Fort Collins CO
22 12.02 Daedrie Kleppe, Erie CO
23 11.82 Donald Vancil, Aurora CO
24 11.76 Dawn Foltz, Fort Collins CO
25 11.29 David Caprera, Denver CO
26 11.13 Dom Di Felice, Denver CO
27 11.13 Brandon Sheumaker, Golden CO
28 10.52 Paul Witonsky, Denver CO
29 10.01 Dick Duff, Denver CO
30 10.00 Laurie Simons, Boulder CO
31 10.00 Bill Stoltey, Fort Collins CO
32 9.80 Gregory Foltz, Fort Collins CO
33 9.57 John Worley, Fort Collins CO
34 9.06 Scott Needham, Boulder CO
35 9.04 Carol Ward, Arvada CO
36 9.03 Jeanne Gray, Broomfield CO
37 8.79 Michael Perlman, Boulder CO
38 8.79 Gary Steiner, Boulder CO
39 8.67 Bruce Cobb, Denver CO
40 8.23 Gail Hanson, Fort Collins CO
41 8.12 Leona Schuler, Boulder CO
42 8.05 Bruce Sellers, Englewood CO
43 7.71 Andrea French, Fort Collins CO
44 7.60 Fred Herring, Aurora CO
45 7.58 Thomas Cox, Mount Juliet TN
46 7.53 Edwin Hagerman, Denver CO
47 7.41 Ginny Steele, Fort Collins CO
48 7.38 Rosemary Todd, Cheyenne WY
49 7.38 Rod Southworth, Cheyenne WY
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.38 Clara Bunning, Cheyenne WY
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UNIT GAMES REPORT

Our unit games continue to be well attended. We had a good turnout of 17 teams in the two-session Grand National
Teams qualifying game in January, 20 tables at our February game, and 18 in March.

Results for each game are reported below:

January GNT Qualifying Game Results
ABC
11 Paul Flanders, Andre Kutscher,
Doug Watt, Norm Watt
2 Kitty Cooper, Steve Cooper,
Ken Stuckey, Don Vancil
32 Dawn Foltz, Greg Foltz,
Stella O’Neill, Bill Stoltey
3 Vince Bates, Paul Hanes,
Scott Needham, Kate Yates
1 Bill Dorin, Martha Lee
Dick Webster, Gail Webster
Marilyn Pultz, Peter Miller
2 Rena Hansch, Mary Nickodemus
Burke Snowden, Craig Snowden

February Unit Game-- Overall Results
ABC
11 Jim Zuboy — Ann Vincent
Ginny Steele — Billie Turner
1 Bill Darden — Jane Harroff
2 Bill Greeley — Gail Greeley
3 Bobbye Semryck — Warren Thomas

W N

March Unit Championship Game-- Overall Results

ABC

1 Jon Gustafson — Neil Petrie
2 Ginny Steele — Bill Stoltey
3 Elizabeth & George Varra

1

2 1 Bill Darden — Mel Rueppel

3 Larry Hulse — Larry Mason
2 Mary Carol Evenson — Kay Seyler
3 Ron Alexander — Beth McGregor

SOVA

Coming Events

The following Unit sponsored events are coming up in the next few months. We have moved our games to St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 305 East Elizabeth, in Ft. Collins. The Unit maintains a calendar of coming events that can be
accessed over the Internet. The calendar lists all of the ACBL Nationals, District 17 Regionals and the Colorado and
Cheyenne Sectionals, along with all of the unit games.

Access the calendar through: http://calendar.yahoo.com/norcolobridge/

Spring Pairs Championship

Event — Spring Pairs Unit Championship
Date — Saturday April 18, 2009

Starting Times — 9:30 and ~2:15

Strats — A (unlimited), B (1000), C (300)
Entry Fee — $6/person each session

WORLD-WIDE Pairs Game

Event — Pairs game played around the world.
Date — Saturday, June 6, 2009

Starting Time — Lesson at noon, game at 1:00 pm
Entry fee - $7/person

You will receive an excellent booklet containing a

Pizza, salad, and soft drinks for $6 per person will be thorough analyses of the hands.

served between sessions.
There will also be a brief meeting to recognize the
2008 Ace of Club and Mini-McKenny winners.

STAC Pairs Game

Event — Sectional Tournament at Clubs

Date — Saturday, May 9, 2009

Starting Time — Lesson at noon, Game at 1:00
Entry Fee - $7/person

Earn sectional points while competing against other

District 17 players.

July Pairs Game

Event — Pairs Championship

Date — Saturday, July 18, 2009

Starting Time — Lesson at noon, game at 1:00 pm
Entry Fee - $6/person

soVA
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EDUCATION

By Andrea French

The Northern Colorado Bridge Unit 363 is a community of learners.

Our novice and intermediate players have been eager to take part in many opportunities to improve their game.
This has occurred in both formal and informal settings.

Previous issues of the RECAP have described some of the formal bridge courses taught by our own players
including Julie Larson in Fort Collins, Dick Webster at the Senior Center in Loveland, Curt Cramer at the Senior
Center in Fort Collins, and John Krueger in Estes Park. All of these instructors report record numbers of attendees
in their classes. This highlights the fact that bridge is alive and continuing to grow in Northern Colorado.

In addition to these more formal settings there are numerous other learning opportunities that take place in our unit.
Some of these include:

-A mentor program with games on months with 5" Mondays and Wednesdays. At these games no life masters
are able to play together which encourages them to play with a newer player. Since these mentor games have
begun, there has been an increase in more experienced players partnering with newer players in just regular club
games. Kudos go to these well-seasoned players for encouraging growth in the unit.

-There is a lesson before all of our single session Saturday Unit Games. Larry Matheny and other experienced
players provide lessons based on suggestions made by unit players. These lessons are designed for all level of
players and are well attended.

-Prior to the 199er game on the third Thursday of each month, Larry Matheny has provided the newer player
with additional learning opportunities. After an informal salon, a structured play session is offered. Two pre-made
boards are dealt and the players bid, play and defend. After the hands there is a review.

-Newer players also have a virtual learning opportunity. Marilyn Pultz provides a weekly e-mail bidding quiz to
all interested players. Once you’ve sent in your answer Marilyn responds with an analysis of the bidding.

-Many of the intermediate players have requested more information on the 2 over 1 approach to bidding. To
meet this need, Neil Petrie offered a 3-session workshop on 2 over 1 and other bidding issues. These classes met
before the Saturday game in Greeley. Students then played in the game following the session. After the game,
Neil was available to discuss some of the hands.

As any bridge player will tell you — there is always more to learn and in Northern Colorado there are always those
wanting to learn more!

SOVA
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TWO NEW BRIDGE COURSES

Neil Petrie is presenting classes for beginning, intermediate, and advanced players.

MODERN BIDDING TECHNIQUES
A four-week class meeting from 10:00-noon on Tuesday mornings

. April 21 Major suit openings and 2/1 bidding.
May 5 Minor suit openings and responses.

. May 19 No-trump openings and responses.

. May 26 Pre-emptive openings and competition.

AWN -

PLAY OF THE HAND AT BRIDGE
A four-week class from 10:00-noon on Monday mornings

1 April 20 Basic card combinations and positions.
2. May 4 Managing suits in No-trump play.
3. May 11 Managing the dummy in suit play.
4. May 18 Basic defensive signals and play.

LOCATION: All classes will be held at the Fort Collins Senior Center at 1200 Rainbow in one of the activities
classrooms. Club duplicate games are held in the Center at 12:30 on both Monday and Tuesday afternoons.

COST: The cost of each series is $75. Registration will occur at the beginning of the first class.

INSTRUCTOR: Neil Petrie is a retired CSU professor and one of Northern Colorado’s leading bridge players. Contact
Neil at 226-5676 for additional information.

SOVA

DID YOU KNOW

By Dawn Fultz

DID YOU KNOW that the law pertaining to revoked tricks has changed?

There is still a two-trick penalty when the revoking player won the trick on which the revoke occurred AND his side
won any subsequent tricks. There is a one-trick penalty where the revoking player did not win the revoke trick, but his
side did win subsequent tricks. The change in the Laws involves the second-trick penalty if a trick is won by a card
that could have been played on the revoke trick. This is no longer part of the penalty requirement.

By definition there cannot be a revoke on trick 12.

There are a number of other subtleties regarding rectification that remain unchanged. The director is still responsible
for restoring equity if the penalty is insufficient. For example, the revoke may prevent running a long suit that would
have otherwise run. In this case equity is restored.

This information is in Law 64: Procedure After Establishment of a Revoke, which is printed in its entirety on page 38 of
the November Bridge Bulletin.

SOVA
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THE PRACTICE FINESSE

By Larry Matheny

The good declarer will take only those finesses that are necessary. However, there are others who cannot resist
temptation and feel they need the practice. Take a look at a hand that sent North scurrying to the partnership desk.

Scoring: Matchpoints (Pairs)

Hand#1 = * 952
pr Y ?;93
Vul E/IW ; AQJ3
v 54 v 10
# K1087 # 96543 Pass 3w
& K986 ds 1052 Pass  Pass
& J64
V¥ AK8762
& AQ
& 74

BIDDING: North invited game and South accepted.

East
Pass
Pass
Pass

South
19
4%

PLAY: West led the king of spades and East encouraged with the eight. West continued with the queen of spades
and East won the third round with the ace. Next, East switched to a low diamond and without much thought, declarer
played the queen and was down one when the finesse lost. This was not good bridge. It didn't matter where the
diamond king was, the contract depended upon finding the king of clubs in the West hand. When that finesse
succeeded, a repeat club finesse would allow declarer to discard his diamond loser on the ace of clubs. This was not
difficult and declarer should have understood the contract depended upon the king of clubs before he played to trick

one. This shows the importance of playing the hand, not the suit.

North looked at his scorecard, sighed, and thought: “Only 25 more hands”.

*eVA
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BRIDGE FOR NEW PLAYERS

Quick Tips for Improving Your Bridge Game
From Karen Walker’s Library

When you're declarer:
Don't play to the first trick too quickly. Force yourself to stop and think when dummy hits.

Concentrate on the opening lead for a few seconds so you'll remember it later. Decide what it
tells you about the leader's length or strength in that suit.

Mentally review the bidding. If one of your opponents has bid, try to come up with a general
picture of his point-count and his length in the suit bid.

For most suit contracts, your general plan should be:

1 - Count your losers. Decide which ones can be disposed of or turned into winners (by
trumping, by finessing or by discarding them on a side suit).

2 - If your plan calls for trumping one or more of your losers in the short-trump hand (usually
dummy), do that before you lead trumps -- even if you have to give up tricks to set up the
trumping position.

3 - Next, lead out your trumps, counting as the opponents follow to each trick. (This will usually be
your best approach if you have good honor strength and/or length in one or more of the outside
suits.)

4 - Attack your longest side suit. Give up your losers early.

5 - Last, cash honors in your short suits.

For most notrump contracts, your general plan should be:

1 - Count your winners. If you don't have enough top tricks to make your contract, decide which
suit offers you the best chance of creating more winners.

2 - Attack that suit first (it will usually be your longest side suit). Give up the tricks you have to
lose early.

3 - Stick with one suit at a time. Keep leading it until you've established your tricks (counting the
defenders' cards as you go), and then cash your winners in the suit. When you move to a
different suit, start counting again.

4 - Last, cash honors in your short suits.

When you're a defender:

Lead attacking combinations (suits with touching honors -- QJ10x, KQxx, etc.).
Don't lead unsupported aces (Ax, Axx, Axxx) unless it's the suit partner has bid.

When in doubt about what to lead, lead the fourth-best card in your longest suit. Leading from
length is the "standard" lead to a notrump contract, and it's often the safest lead to a suit contract.
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Count cards and points as you play. Use clues from the bidding, the opening lead and the play
to try to come up with a mental picture of partner's or declarer's hand.

Think ahead and be ready for critical plays. Indecision will often tell declarer what you hold in a
suit, so try to decide in advance which card you'll play when declarer leads a suit toward or from
dummy.

Use defensive signals to help partner during the play:
1. When discarding or following suit, signal with the highest card possible in a suit you want
partner to lead. Play a low card if you have no interest in the suit.
2. When following suit, use count signals to help partner figure out how many cards you
hold in the suit. Playing high-low in a suit tells partner you have an even number of
cards. Playing low, then high shows an odd number of cards.

When you're bidding:

Always search for a major suit fit if one is possible, even if you've already found a minor fit. If
you have a 4-card major you can show at the one-level, it's usually right to bid it.

Consider playing 3NT instead of 5C of 5D when you have the strength for game, but your only
fit is in a minor suit.

If you have length in the opponent's suit and are in doubt about what to bid, pass. Don't show
your problem by thinking too long about what to do.

Keep the bidding simple. If you have a fit for partner's major, always raise.

If you have a fit for partner's suit, "stretch" to raise, especially in a competitive auction. If you
have extra trumps (one more than you need for an 8-card fit), feel free to compete to the 3-level if
the opponents bid over your 2-level partscore.

Always assume partner has a minimum until he tells you otherwise. A minimum range is 13-
15 pts. if partner opened the bidding; 6-9 pts. if he responded to your opening bid.

If you have a minimum hand (12-14 pts. for opener, 6-9 or 10 pts. for responder), keep the
bidding low until you find a fit. Don't go past the one-level unless:
1. You're raising partner's suit.
2. You're rebidding your own long suit.
3. You're bidding a second suit that's lower in rank than your first suit (1D by you-1S by
partner-2C by you) or (1D-1S-1NT-2H).

Once you've decided to raise partner's suit, rebid your own long suit or bid notrump, be
sure you show your point-count by bidding at the proper level:

1. If you know you have 25 combined points, jump to game in your suit or notrump. Don't
give partner a chance to pass.

2. If you have an invitational hand (16-18 pts if you're opener; 10-12 pts. if you're responder)
and you think you and partner might have 25+ points, make your bid one level higher
than necessary. This usually means you'll freely take the auction to 2NT or 3 of your suit.

3. If you have a minimum hand, show it by making your bid at the lowest level available.

LA X
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Big Games Reported (Jan—-Mar 2009)

Feb3 70.97% Jon Gustafson-Neil Petrie
Feb 15 73.75% Bill Greeley — Gail Greeley
Feb 23 71.33% Ginny Steele — Billie Turner
Mar4 70.42% Kitty Cooper — Steve Cooper

MASTERPOINT MILESTONES

JUNIOR MASTER — 5 MASTERPOINTS
LEE BENNETT
ROBERT LINK

SECTIONAL MASTER — 50 MASTERPOINTS
JULIE WERTZ

MILESTONES

sOVA

NABC MASTER — 200 MASTERPOINTS
JOHN KRUEGER
MEL RUEPPEL

BRONZE LIFE MASTER — 500 MASTERPOINTS
NORM WATT

NEwW MEMBERS
Barbara Kroeker
Douglass Yeager

Transferred into Unit
Lynn Kobelt from Westchester

IN MEMORIAL
DORIS EKEDAHL

The newsletter will continue to provide Upcoming Events, Tournament Results, Membership Milestones and the Club
Corner, and from time-to-time, articles of general interest to bridge players in Northern Colorado and nearby
communities. Please contact the editor with any news, special events, and items of general interest including
challenging and interesting bridge hands. Also, if you can read or print your own copy of this newsletter from our
website, please inform us so we can save printing and postage costs.

Larry Matheny

Unit 363 RECAP Editor

Marilyn Pultz

Unit 363 RECAP Asst. Editor
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Club Corner

Fort Collins
Daytime Duplicate Bridge Club
Senior Center — 1200 Raintree Drive
Marlene Aranci
Mon - 12:30

223-0046
Open, standby available

Choice City Duplicate Bridge Club
Senior Center — 1200 Raintree Drive
Marlene Aranci
Tue — 12:30

223-0046
Open, All ages welcome

Fort Collins Duplicate Players Club
Community of Christ Church, 220 E. Oak

Dawn Foltz 204-1952
Wed — 6:30 Open, Teams 1% Wed
The Fort Fun Bridge Club------------------- 0-200 Game

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 305 E. Elizabeth St.
Marilyn Pultz & Bill Follis 970-980-5366
FunBridge@comcast.net

Thurs — 6:30 -Call for reservation or a partner

Senior Center Duplicate (non-ACBL sanctioned)
Senior Center — 1200 Raintree Drive

Mark Spaeth 669-7329
Fri—11:30 Open
The RECAP

% Larry Matheny
941 Alexandria Drive
Loveland, CO 80538-1573

Brush
Fort Morgan Bridge Club
Don Mitchell 842-4719
1%, 3rd Mon — 6:30--Carroll Building-------- Invitational
Wed — 12:30 ------------ Carroll Building------------ Open
Niwot
Longmont Duplicate Bridge Club
The Lefthand Grange - 2nd & Franklin
Marlene Aranci 223-0046
Thur —7:00 Open
Greeley
The Greeley Club
Donna & Tom Roberts 506-0863
Greeley Senior Center — 1010 6th Street
Wed — Noon Open Game
Greeley Senior Center — 1010 6" Street
Sat— Noon Open Game

Estes Park
Estes Park Duplicate Club
Methodist Church — 1509 Fish Hatchery Road
John Krueger 970-577-0657
2" & 4™ Mondays-1:00-----------=---- Open, Stratified
Call to reserve a spot or partner.
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