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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Larry Matheny

| have a lot of good news to report. We've just completed another successful sectional
tournament. A report is on page 4 of this newsletter. Our unit games are also thriving. We
have added a 199’er section and expect increased attendance as word spreads to our newer
and less experienced players. And not to be left out, many of our local games are
experiencing record growth.

The 2011 Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKenney winners have been announced and they will be
recognized at our April unit game. A list of the winners is on page 7. The May unit game will
be a STaC (Sectional Tournament at Clubs) and in June we will participate in the World-Wide
Pairs games. So, there are a lot of interesting and fun games coming soon.

In the meantime, support your local clubs and, as always, please contact any of the board
members with suggestions or concerns.

UNIT 363 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Larry Matheny ----------------- President 461-3136
Doug Watt --------- Vice President, Unit Games ------- 667-2432
Bill Stoltey -------------- Secretary, Web Site------------- 206-1202
Ed Yosses Treasurer 667-5312
Andrea French --------- Education, Publicity ------------- 225-0243
Jim Berthold -------- Intermediate/Newcomers --------- 232-9767
Bill Dorin ---------------- Technology Support------------- 282-1842
Dawn Foltz ----------- Membership, Directories---------- 204-1952
Other important volunteers within Unit 363 are:

Jon Gustafson----------------- Web Site 267-9691
Barbara Meier --------------- Unit Games ------------------ 282-4331
John Blankinship ------------ Sectionals 663-9390
Bob Link Sectionals 631-8600
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RESULTS & SCHEDULES

UNIT GAME REPORT

By Larry Matheny

Our unit games continue to be popular. Fifteen teams competed at our January game and in February we

had 6 tables in the 199’er section along with 18 tables in the open game.

tables in the open game and 6 tables in the 199’er section. Here are the winners:

January GNT Qualifying Game

Jon Gustafson, Larry Matheny,
Neil Petrie, Cynthia Smith,
Marwin Smith

Paul Flanders, Kate Yates,
Jean Hupka, Andrea Kutscher

Jim Berthold, Hart Renger,
Bob Link, Al Walsh

Scott Needham, Joanna Chau,
Carol Ward, Annette Mickle

John Wolf, Ardyce Cronin,
Linda Meininger, Sharon Stuart

February Unit Open Game

Andrea Kutscher - Paul Flanders
Bill Follis - Marilyn Pultz

Bill Stoltey — Jim Zuboy

Doug Watt — Norman Watt

Brad Simmons — Sue Simmons
Vicki Hamende - Trudy Owen
Bob Link - Al Walsh
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February Unit 199’er Game

Ann Johnson — Lee Johnson
Suzy Fallon - Lloyd Parker
Zoel Martinson - Pete Pietenpol
Glenn Sisson - Priscilla Sisson
Marsha Effner - Jean Petrilli

March Unit Championship

Larry Matheny — Bob Sherman
Jon Gustafson — Neil Petrie
Marlene Aranzi — Barb Gustafson
Bob Link — Al Walsh

Walt Hutton — Jerry Potter

Larry Hulse — Larry Mason

Zoel Martinson - Pete Pietenpol

March Unit 199’er Game

Lloyd Parker - Suzy Fallon
Hart Renger - Teresa Renger
John Wolf - Jim Wolf

Judith Lilly - Phyllis Tegtman
Glenn Sisson - Priscilla Sisson
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Our Next Unit Games

The following Unit sponsored events are coming up in the next few months. Our playing site for the
Unit games is Saints John’s Lutheran Church at 305 East Elizabeth Street in Ft. Collins.

Spring Pairs Championship

Date — Saturday April 21, 2012 World-Wide Pairs Game

Times — 9:30 and ~1:45 Date — Saturday, June 2, 2012
Strats — A (unlimited), B (1000), C (300) Time — Lesson: noon, game: 1:00
Entry Fee — $7/person each session Entry fee - $7/person

Pizza, salad, and soft drinks for $6 per

person will be served between sessions. You will receive an excellent booklet

containing a thorough analysis.
STAC Pairs Game

Date — Saturday, May 12, 2012 July Pairs Championship Game
Time — Lesson: noon, Game: 1:00 Date — Saturday, July 7, 2012
Entry Fee - $7/person Time — Lesson: noon, game: 1:00

Entry Fee - $7/person

DID YOU KNOW?

By Dawn Foltz

ANNOUNCEMENTS: An announcement is a one word or short phrase which tells the
opponents directly the meaning of partner's call. With bidding boxes the "Alert" card should also
be used when making the announcement.

ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE REQUIRED IN THE FOLLOWING FOUR INSTANCES ONLY:

1. Stating the range of OPENING one no-trump bids. (NOT one no-trump Overcalls)

2. After a transfer response at any level to any level natural notrump opening or overcall.

3. After a one no-trump Forcing or Semi-Forcing response to a one heart or one spade
opening bid with no interference. (This is common practice in 2/1 Game Force systems.)

4. State "short" after all non-forcing opening bids of one club or one diamond which may be
fewer than three cards.

From The ACBL Club Directors Handbook, pages 56-57. Emphasis added in parenthesis.

Any other "Announcement", even if intended to be "active ethics" is, in fact, giving unauthorized
information to your partner as to what you interpret their bid to mean. This is clearly not allowed.
You should NEVER offer interpretations of bids unless the opponents ask for an explanation.
While the statement may be made with the best of intentions of "full disclosure”, this kind of
"free" vocalization is completely inappropriate and should be avoided in competitive bridge. The
ALERT system allows an opportunity for opponents to get clarifications of special bids. The
information should not be stated without being asked as this only serves to allow verbal
communication within a partnership when no information should be exchanged.
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2012 WINTER SECTIONAL

Our Northern Colorado Winter Sectional welcomed 303 tables, just about the same as last year.
Congratulations go to all who helped with a special “job well done” to co-chairs John Blankinship
and Bob Link. They did a great job of organizing, coordinating, and finding members to help.
Cynthia and Marwin Smith won the Steve Turner Memorial Trophy awarded to the unit member
winning the most masterpoints. Here are the tournament results followed by the top fifty

masterpoint winners.

Bracketed Knockouts
Bracket | Winners

1 Allen Kane, En Hay,
Spencer Jones, Peggy Ware
2 Jon Gustafson, Neil Petrie,

Larry Matheny, Cynthia Smith,
Marwin Smith, Bob Sherman

Bracket 2 Winners

1 Bill Hendrick, Barbara Ellington,
Robert Butcher, Judith Butcher

2 Robert McKenzie, Robert Vetter,
Sheryl Siegel, Sherry Clint

Bracket 3 Winners

1 Frank Demeyer, Jim Berthold,
Jasper Brundege, John Blankinship

2 William Rawlings, Rosemary Getsie,
Michael Cooperman, Phyllis Coelho
Marge Pint

Friday Morning 299’er Pairs

DEF

1 11 Martyn Cooper - Laura Werner

2 Zoel Martinson - William Pietenpol

32 Frances Huber - Glen Woodson
2 John Wolf - Jim Wolf

Friday Morning Open Pairs
ABC
11 Ann Melvin - Jean Norgaard
22 George Varra - Elizabeth Varra
3 3 1 Jared Johnson - Robert Battin
2 Lorena Soares - Ray Hedberg
3 Walter Hutton - David Lavrinets

Friday Afternoon 299’er Pairs
DEF
11 William Pietenpol - Zoel Martinson
2 2 1 Frances McCarren - Jill McCarren
3 Theo Meyer - Judy Gutschenritter
3 Judith Lilly - Phyllis Tegtman
2 Martyn Cooper - Laura Werner
3 Beverly Loehrke - Margaret Barber

Friday Afternoon Open Pairs

ABC

11 Paul Haynes - Katelin Yates

2 Billie Turner - Barbara Meier
3 2 1 Marsha Effner - Jean Petrilli

3 2 Jared Johnson - Robert Battin

3 Jeanette Roberts - Jim Churchill

Friday Evening Open Pairs

A BC
11 Stella O'Neill - Martin Gutschenritter
2 Walter Rassbach - Nancy Rassbach

3 2 1 Yvonne Quintal - Ginny Macey
3 Bill Wittmann - Denis Murphy
2 Richard Gardner - Susan Marshall

Friday Evening 299’er Pairs

D E

1 Rena Hansch - Barbara Massey

2 1 Linda Meininger - Ardyce Cronin

3 2 Margaret Barber - Beverly Loehrke
3  Lucy Strait - Susan Schweppe

Saturday Morning 299’er Pairs
DEF
11 Michael O'Brien - Don Landauer
2 2 Carol Kingery - Janet Jacob
3 Jim Berthold - Hart Renger
3 Daniel Zwonitzer - Richard Kampf
1 Jim Wolf - John Wolf
2 Martyn Cooper - Laura Werner
3 Cheryl Yost - Jackie Flowers

Saturday Afternoon 299’er Pairs

DEF
1 Tony Allitto - Kathy Allitto
2 John Rifkin - Pamela Rifkin

3 11 Cheryl Yost - Jackie Flowers
22 Michael Hansen - Linda Hansen
33 Glynn Sisson - Priscilla Sisson
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Saturday Stratified Open Pairs

ABC

1 Haisam Osman - Donald Boyarsky
2 Spencer Jones - Peggy Ware

3 Cynthia Smith - Marwin Smith

1 Paul Haynes - Scott Needham

2 Gregory Foltz - Dawn Foltz

3 John Krueger - Andrea Kutscher
1 Kay Schulz - Vivian Heggie
2 Brian Rink - James Lafave
3 Judith La Crosse - Paul La Crosse

Sunday Strati-flighted A/X Teams

A X

1 Spencer Jones, Peggy Ware
Dom Di Felice, Kenneth Stuckey

21 Paul Flanders, Andrea Kutscher,

Katelin Yates, Geraint Harker
3 Fred Herring, Aurora, Shirley Scott,
Chris Champion, Mary Olson

Sunday Strati-flighted A/X Teams (cont)

A X
2

3

Barbara Meier, Judy Gutschenritter,
Martin Gutschenritter, Billie Turner
Pam Michael, Brigitte Shaw,

Roger Plowman, Donna Plowman

Sunday Strati-flighted B/C Teams
BCD

11

Michael Lee Stabler, Sally Ann Rhea,
Eve Davenport, Pierre Campbell
Karen Herz, Ellen Vineski

Sunny Gilbert, Barbara Yoshimura
John Childs, Donald Lilley

James Smith, Gerdur Kristjansdottir

1 William Rawlings, James Stuehler,

Nancy Stuehler, Rosemary Getsie

2 Lee Bennett, Craig Snowden,

Rena Hansch, Barbara Massey

3 John Wolf, Ardyce Cronin,

Susy Smith, Jean Petrilli

TOP FIFTY MASTERPOINT WINNERS

37.48 Spencer Jones, Denver CO
37.48 Peggy Ware, Denver CO

22.36 Dom Di Felice, Denver CO
18.30 Katelin Yates, Erie CO

17.33 Donald Boyarsky, Denver CO
16.25 Haisam Osman, Ranch CO
16.02 Andrea Kutscher, Longmont CO
15.77 Marwin Smith, Fort Collins CO
15.77 Cynthia Smith, Fort Collins CO
15.50 Kenneth Stuckey, Arvada CO
14.47 Paul Haynes, Boulder CO

12.99 Billie Turner, Greeley CO
12.29 Barbara Meier, Fort Collins CO
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11.63 Paul Flanders, Longmont CO
11.63 Geraint Harker, Boulder CO
10.69 Larry Matheny, Loveland CO
10.51 En Hay, Littleton CO
10.51 Allen Kane, Pueblo West CO
10.33 Neil Petrie, Fort Collins CO
9.48 Shirley Scott, Colorado Spgs CO
9.48 Mary Olson, Colorado Sprgs CO
8.91 Sally Ann Rhea, Boulder CO
8.72 Fred Herring, Aurora CO
8.72 Chris Champion, Colorado Spgs CO
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12.01 Martin Gutschenritter, Fort Collins CO

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
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8.34 Jasper Brundege, Loveland CO
8.34 Frank Demeyer, Fort Collins CO
8.17 Scott Needham, Boulder CO

7.93 Pam Michael, Colorado Spgs CO
7.93 Brigitte Shaw, Longmont CO

7.83 Pierre Campbell, Denver CO

7.83 Michael Lee Stabler, Boulder CO
7.83 Eve Davenport, Broomfield CO

7.73 Judy Gutschenritter, Fort Collins CO
7.61 Jon Gustafson, Fort Collins CO
7.58 Bruce Cobb, Denver CO

7.41 Ellen Vineski, Boulder CO

7.13 Sheryl Siegel, Gv CO

6.93 John Blankinship, Loveland CO
6.88 Blair Young, Littleton CO

6.82 John Krueger, Estes Park CO
6.78 Denis Murphy, Colorado Springs CO
6.78 Bill Wittmann, Colorado Spgs CO
6.63 Robert Sherman, Lafayette CO

6.61 Forest Clark, Aurora CO

6.27 Nancy Rassbach, Westminster CO
6.27 Ernie Young Jr, Highlands Ranch CO
6.21 Gregory Foltz, Fort Collins CO
6.21 Dawn Foltz, Fort Collins CO

6.10 George Varra, Windsor CO

6.10 Elizabeth Varra, Windsor CO



2012 SUMMER SECTIONAL

NORTHERN COLORADO UNIT 363
2012 SUMMER SECTIONAL

THE RANCH
THOMAS MCKEE BUILDING

Hot lunch between sessions Sunday

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, SEPT 28

KNock OUT OR ROUND ROBIN - 1ST ROUND............... 9:30
KNocK OUT OR ROUND ROBIN — 2ND ROUND.............. 1:30
STRATIFIED PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLE SESSION.....1:30
STRATIFIED PAIRS 299ER SINGLE SESSION*............... 1:30
KNock OuT OR ROUND ROBIN — 3RD ROUND.............. 7:00
STRATIFIED PAIRS ...ttt e ee e e e eennnes 7:00
STRATIFIED PAIRS 299ER SINGLE SESSION................ 7:00

FLiGHT A =3000+; X = 0-3000
B/C/D -- 750-1500; 200-750; 0-200
E/F/G -- 100-200; 50-100; 0-50

*TROPHIES TO OVERALL WINNERS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

SATURDAY, SEPT 29

STRATIFIED PAIRS .cooovieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 10:00 & 3:00
A: 2000+ B: 750-2000 C:0-750

STRATIFIED 199°ER PAIRS™ ...ovvveeieeieeieieeeeeee 10:00 & 3:00
A:100-199 B:50-99 C:0-50

SUNDAY, SEPT 30
STRATI-FLIGHTED (OR ROUND-ROBIN) Swiss TEAMS

10:00 & TBA
A: 3000+X: 0-3000
B: 750-1500 C: 200-750
D: 0-200
Short break, hot lunch between sessions

ENTRY FEES
$9 per Player per Session
$100 per team Sunday (includes hot lunch)
Rookies (0-5 points) play free on Friday in a single session
(Additional $1 if non-ACBL member)

PARTNERSHIPS
Every effort will be made to accommodate
timely requests for partners. Please contact:
Stella O’Neill - 970-482-1253

TOURNAMENT CO-CHAIRPERSONS
John Blankinship — 970-663-9390
Bob Link — 970-631-8600

*OVA
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2011 ACE OF CLUBS & MINI-MCKENNEY WINNERS

These two annual contests reflect the members in our unit who won the most masterpoints in club
games and in all events. Here are the winners for 2011.

ACE OF CLUBS WINNER Category MCKENNEY WINNER

John Wolf 0-5 Michael Innis

Sharon Stuart 5-20 Sharon Stuart

Nila Hobbs 20-50 Nila Hobbs

Marcia Christopher 50-100 Marcia Christopher

Jim Berthold 100-200 Trudy Owen

Frank Demeyer 200-300 Burke Snowden

Bob Solick 300-500 Bob Solick

Ed Yosses 500-1,000 Ed Yosses

Bill Stoltey 1,000-2,500 Bill Stoltey

Larry Matheny 2,500-5,000 Billie Turner

Steve Cooper 7,500-10,000 Steve Cooper

Kitty Cooper 10,000+ Kitty Cooper
OUR MEMBERSHIP

Our Unit has a good mix of players spread very nicely from the Rookie category up through the
Gold Life Master rank. Here is the breakdown:

BRONZE SILVER GOLD

JUNIOR CLUB SECT. REGL. NABC LIFE LIFE LIFE LIFE

ROOKIE MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST.
43 41 35 31 35 18 17 44 24 9
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THE VERSATILE 4NT

By Larry Matheny

Many bridge players use the bid of 4NT only as a tool to ask for aces or keycards. I’'m going to
introduce you to some other important uses for this powerful bid. We will use the following:
INT 15-17
2NT 20-21
Jacoby Transfers
Takeout Doubles through 4 4

QUANTITATIVE RAISES

(1) (2) 3)

Opener Responder Opener Responder Opener Responder
INT 4NT 2NT 4NT 1 14
2NT ANT

Most players are aware of these sequences. Responder is asking opener to pass with a minimum
and bid 6NT with a maximum. If responder has a long suit and just wants to ask for aces, he can
jump to 4+ to use the Gerber convention. Here are some other ways 4NT may be used as a
natural raise:

(4) (5)
Opener Responder Opener Responder
INT 2 INT 24*
2V 4NT 2V ANT
(6) (7)
Opener Responder Opener Responder
2NT 3 1% 4ANT
36 ANT
*transfers

#4 Responder shows 16-17 points with a 4-card spade suit. If you think this sequence should
instead be used to ask for aces, what do you do with this hand:

#AJ87 WKS ®AKES £J109

Yes, you could just raise 1NT to 4NT but partner may have a spade fit and a doubleton heart.
There is no reason to miss a spade fit. So how do you ask for aces/keycards for hearts? There
are (at least) two simple solutions: 1) Jump to 44, or 2) After the major suit is found using
Stayman, bid three of the other major (in this case spades) to establish a forcing raise and then
use 4NT.

#5 Responder shows 16-17 points with a 5-card heart suit. If you think this sequence should be
used to ask for aces, what do you do with this hand:
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#AK9 WKQB865 #A4 %765

If partner has at least three hearts along with a good opener, 6% might very well be your best
contract. However, with no heart fit, you may be high enough.

#6 Responder shows 12-13 points with a 5-card spade suit.

#7 Responder shows 18-19 points and a balanced hand with no 4-card major. If he wanted to ask
for aces, responder would first make a forcing diamond raise, and then use Blackwood.

As you can see, these last four sequences are also invitational raises to 6NT and you just stopped
along the way to show a suit. This is not difficult and can be quite useful.

TAKEOUT BIDS

The 4NT bid is very useful after a high-level preempt. You can use a takeout double to show the
other THREE suits and 4NT to show TWO places to play. Here are some examples:

(8) (9)
OPP YOU OPP YOU
4 DBL 4a 4NT
(10) (11)
OPP PARD OPP YOU OPP YOU
14 P 44  ANT 14 4NT

#8 This is a takeout double for the other three suits such as:
& 4 YKJI98 €AQ109 HAKJS.

#9 This is for takeout but with only two places to play. Partner is expected to bid the lowest suit
that he can support. Here is a typical hand:

a5 YKQ1094 AJ1098 A4,
If partner bids 54, you will bid 5 to show diamonds and hearts.
#10 This is the same as #9.
#11 While you could bid 2NT to show a minor two-suiter, that leaves a lot of room for the
opponents to exchange information. The jump to the four-level puts maximum pressure on the
opponents and should leave no doubt that you expect your partner to bid his better minor.

Perhaps one of these hands:

&4 V¥ & AKJ987 £QJ10987 or & VAG #KJ10976 £AQ1098
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SIGNOFF BIDS

Here are some auctions that are complex but show you need some way to sign off in notrump
when the auction takes you past the three-level.

(12) (13) (14)
Opener Responder Opener  Responder Opener Responder
14 24" 2NT 34 14 24
3k 3NT 3NT 49** 3k 3e
4¢ ANT 4NT 3NT 44
4NT
*game forcing *relay to 3NT *forcing raise
**minors

#12 Responder forced to game and then indicated “soft” values and no interest in slam.

#13 Responder showed a good hand with both minors but opener showed no interest and no fit.
#14 Responder really liked his hand for slam but opener did not.

The important thing to realize is that 4NT in many auctions is NOT ace-asking; itis NATURAL. Oh

yes, you can also use it to ask for aces.

SOVA

The newsletter will continue to provide Upcoming Events, Tournament Results,
Membership Milestones and the Club Corner, and from time-to-time, articles of general
interest to bridge players in Northern Colorado and nearby communities. Please contact me with
any news, special events, or items of general interest including challenging and interesting bridge
hands. You can even win a free play for one of our Unit games. Just send me a bridge problem
from a local game, and if it's website material, you're a winner.

Larry Matheny
Unit 363 RECAP Editor
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MILESTONES

Big Games (Jan —Mar 2012)

Dec 28 70.00% Adele Benter - Ruth Logan

Dec 28 82.50% Barb Meier— Bill Stoltey

Jan 19 71.00% E. Gunderson-R. Schenck

Jan 19 70.12% Nila Hobbs - Hart Renger

Jan 23 71.36% B. Meier — M. Gutshenritter
Jan 25 73.21% Barb Gustafson — Bob Solick

Feb 11 70.83% George Varra — Liz Varra

Feb 21 75.83% Jon Gustafson — Bill Stoltey

Masterpoint Milestones

Junior Master — 5 Masterpoints
Nancy Adams
Joan Allen
Jim French
Steven Keen

Club Master — 20 Masterpoints
Susan Lowe
Caroline McArthur
Shirley Smith

Sectional Master — 50 Masterpoints
Esther Cenac
Alfred Katzman
Michael Innis
Sharon Stuart

L XA XY

Regional Master — 100 Masterpoints
Susy Smith
Grace Sokolik

NABC Master - 200 Masterpoints
Judy Gutshenritter
Bob Link

Life Master — 300 Masterpoints
John Atkinson
Leo Yudien

Bronze Life Master — 500 Masterpoints
Andrea French
Gail Hanson
Burke Snowden

New Members
John Amen
Peter Bohling
Faye Dorwart
William Eastwood
Sarah Holdt
Carma Johnson
Catherine Meng
Helen Slaughter
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CLUB CORNER

Fort Collins
Daytime Duplicate Bridge Club
Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive

Marlene Aranci 223-0046
Mon - 12:30 Open
Choice City Duplicate Bridge Club

Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive

Marlene Aranci 223-0046

Tue —12:30

Open, All ages welcome

Fort Collins Duplicate Players Club

Community of Christ Church, 220 East Oak St.

Dawn Foltz 204-1952
Wed — 6:30 Open,Teams 1°'Wed

The Ace of Clubs 0-200 Game
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 305 E. Elizabeth St.
Burke Snowden 223-4088
Thurs — 6:30 - Call for reservations or a partner.
Teams — 3" Thursday of even-numbered months.
Salon (mini-lesson) by Larry Matheny — 3" Thursdays
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941 Alexandria Drive
Loveland, CO 80538-1573

Senior Center Duplicate (non-ACBL sanctioned)
Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive

Mark Spaeth 669-7329

Fri—11:30 Open
Greeley

The Greeley Clubs

Barb Meir 282-4331

Greeley Senior Center, 1010 6th Street

Wed - 12:30 Open

Greeley Senior Center, 1010 6" Street

Sat —12:30 Open
Estes Park

Estes Park Duplicate Club

Methodist Church, 1509 Fish Hatchery Road

John Krueger 970-577-0657
Mondays-1:00-(except 3" Monday) Open, Stratified

3 Monday -1:00 0-200 Game
Call to reserve a seat or for a partner.
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