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ACBL Unit 363 Newsletter

The newsletter will continue to provide Upcoming
Events, Tournament Results, Membership
Milestones and the Club Corner, and from time-
to-time, articles of general interest to bridge players in
Northern Colorado and nearby communities. Please
contact the editor with any news, special events, and
items of general interest including challenging and
interesting bridge hands.

Larry Matheny Marilyn Pultz

Unit 363 RECAP Editor Unit 363 RECAP Asst. Editor
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Tournament Results

HURRICANE RELIEF UNIT GAME

A single-session game was held on September 24"
with a portion of the entry fee sent to the Red Cross
Relief Fund. A 45-minute lesson preceded the game.

Overall Results

Score A B C

103.0 1 Stella O’Neill — Neil Petrie

100.5 2 1 Joyce Glittenberg- Carol Irvin

98.0 3 2 Mark Spaeth — Ed Yosses

97.5 4 Larry Matheny — Steve Turner

97.0 5 3 Judy Davis — Billie Turner
sOVA
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Membership Meeting & Election

The Unit Membership meeting was held on October
29". A meeting was conducted between sessions the
meeting with the new Unit board for 2006 approved by
acclimation. The board welcomes Neil Petrie, Sue
Simmons, and Doug Watt and thanks departing board
members Jon Gustafson, Larry Mason, and Steve
Turner for their years of service.

The treasurer’s report was presented and the 2004
Ace of Clubs and Mini-McKenney winners were
announced. There were 14.5 tables in the morning
and 15 in the afternoon session. The strats were A
(unlimited), B (750) and C (300).

Overall Results

Score A B C

398.6 1 Earl Tackman— Jim Zuboy

382.9 2 Neil Petrie — Ginny Steele

363.2 3 1 Doug Watt — Norm Watt

353.5 4 Judy Davis — Billie Turner

348.9 5 Larry Matheny — Steve Turner

339.4 6 2 Carol Irvin — Larry Mason

334.4 3 Joyce Glittenberg — Rita Koch

322.4. 4 Rich Kommrusch — Leo Yudien
2OV A

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY

The two single-session annual holiday party held
December 10 was a lot of fun. There were 14.5 tables
in the morning and 12 in the afternoon. Each game
was sanctioned as a STAC game (Sectional
Tournament at Clubs), so Silver Masterpoints were
awarded to the winners. The games were stratified
C=0-500; B=500-1500; and A=1500+.
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As is our tradition, recently earned ACBL Ranks were
acknowledged with special cookies. These were given
to Mary Ann Baumann and Doug Watt for attaining Life
Master; Bill Stoltey and Ed Yosses for Bronze Life
Master; Jim Zuboy for Silver Life Master; and Jon
Gustafson for Gold Life Master.

The snack table was overloaded with homemade
goodies and there were numerous door prizes given
out during the games. The large number of winners in
both sessions, each direction prohibits us from listing
them.

oeVA

Fall Nationals in Denver

In November, Denver was host to a National
Tournament for the first time in many years. Many of
our unit's members attended the tournament and it's
impossible to show all of the winners. However, the
Fort Fun club, which is limited to those players with
fewer than 200 masterpoints, strongly encouraged
their members to attend. Their successes are shown
here.

Marge and Dick Webster won overall in a single
session 299er game and had a 64% game, the best
game recorded at the tournament by a player from our
club. George and Liz Varra playing with Ron
Alexander and Walt Hutton won a 299er Swiss team
event. Julie Wertz and Rena Hansch had a 62% game
in a 0-5 event. Other players who placed in events
included: Gail Hanson and Miriam Johnson; Beth
McGregor and Judy Lira; John Buhlmann and Linda
Wyatt; Kay Fergus, Linda Wyatt and pick up partners;
Carol Shafer and Jane Clark; Joanne Berger and
Teresa Coulton; Liz and George Varra; and Dick and
Marge Webster. Club Directors Marilyn Pultz and Bill
Follis won a KO and a Compact KO.
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Coming Events

The following Unit sponsored events are coming up in
the next few months. Our playing site is the All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, 3448 Taft Avenue,
Loveland. There is great close-in parking and the
playing site is smoke-free and roomy. The Unit
maintains a calendar of coming events that can be
accessed over the Internet. The calendar lists all of the
ACBL Nationals, District 17 Regionals and the
Colorado and Cheyenne Sectionals, along with all of
the unit games. Access the calendar through:
http://calendar.yahoo.com/norcolobridge/

Grand National Team Unit Game

EVENT - TWO SESSION TEAM GAME

DATE — SATURDAY JANUARY 7, 2006

STARTING TIMES — 9:30AM & ~2:30PM

ENTRY FEE — $12/PERSON — TEAMS MUST PLAY BOTH
SESSIONS

WINTER SECTIONAL
BiLL FoLLIS — BILL STOLTEY
TOURNAMENT CHAIRMEN

BE SURE TO ARRANGE YOUR FAVORITE PARTNERS TO PLAY
IN THE NORTHERN COLORADO WINTER SECTIONAL
FEBRUARY 3, 4, AND 5. A FULL SCHEDULE IS ON PAGE 8

March Unit Game

EVENT — ONE SESSON PAIRS GAME

DATE — SATURDAY MARCH 18, 2006

STARTING TIME — LESSON NOON, GAME 1:00PMm
ENTRY FEE — $5.00/PERSON

Spring Pairs Championship

EVENT — SPRING PAIRS UNIT CHAMPIONSHIP

DATE — SATURDAY APRIL 22, 2006

STARTING TIMES — 9:30 AND ~2:30

ENTRY FEE — $5/PERSON EACH SESSION

STRATS - A (UNLIMITED), B (1000), C (300)
BETWEEN SESSIONS — THERE WILL BE A LUNCH BREAK
WITH MAPS TO ALL THE LOCAL EATERIES.

WE WILL ALSO RECOGNIZE THE 2005 ACE oF CLUB AND
MiNI-McKENNY WINNERS.

LXA X}
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Player’s Notes

COUNTING THE CARDS

One of the most important techniques the successful bridge player must learn is the simple task of counting the
opponents’ cards. This is key to both sound declarer play and accurate defense. Here is an example.

Scoring: Matchpoints

& KJ5
AJ5
pir E ¥
vuns ¢ AJ64
UIN=S o K2
West North East South
& Q87632 P Pass 2NT
v 1822 v %643 Pass  7NT Al Pass
* *
& 43 e 98765
& A104
v KQ2
+ KQ95
& AQ10

BIDDING: After hearing 2NT from his partner, North added his 18 high card points to his partner’'s 20-21 and
confidently bid the grand slam.

PLAY: West led the ten of hearts and South could count 12 tricks: two spades, three hearts, four diamonds, and three
clubs. Unfortunately the identical shapes of the two hands resulted in a lot of duplication. It was clear the 13" trick
had to come from the spade suit so declarer proceeded to find out all he could about the opponents’ hands. By
playing the other three suits, he discovered that East held five hearts, two diamonds, five clubs, and therefore only one
spade. He confidently played the ace of spades followed by a low one to dummy’s jack.

Note declarer did nothing more than COUNT the opponents’ distribution.

LXA X )
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Player’s Notes

RESPONDING TO PARTNER’S TAKEOUT DOUBLE

While you and your partner may usually reach the right contract when you have the auction to yourselves, the
opponents sometimes enter the auction first. One of the tools you have at your disposal is the TAKEOUT DOUBLE.
Here are some guidelines for responding to partner’s takeout double, followed by some examples.

OPP PARD OPP YOU
1 DBL P ??

RESPONSES:

Non-jump in new suit  0-8 points, usually a four card or longer suit

Jump in new suit 9-11 points, not forcing, a good four card or longer suit.
Cue-bid of opp. suit 12+ points, forcing.

INT 7-10 points, stopper in opponent’s suit, balanced hand.
2NT 11-13 points, good stoppers in opponents’ suit, invitational.
PASS Solid trump suit, directs partner to lead a trump.
EXAMPLES:

OPP PARD OPP YOU
1 DBL P ??

(a) (b) () (d)

& J976 o 6 & J97 o 643

¥ 632 ¥ 632 ¥ Q10932 ¥ KJ98

+ A10872 + A10872 + 432 # K1086

5 o JO76 o 42 o J4

(9) (h) (i) ()

o 643 % KQ87 & AQJ2 7

¥ Q95 W 652 W 7632 ¥ KQJ1062

% A43 % A652 *7 * Q42

o QJ97 73 o KQ87 o K52

a. 1 Help locate a 4-4 major suit fit.

b. 24 Bid your best suit.

c. 1w A poor choice, but the least of evils. Your hand isn’t strong enough for a
1NT bid and your hearts are too weak for a penalty pass.

d. INT If your side should have game, it is much more likely to be in no-trump than in
diamonds, and you are just strong enough for the constructive1NT response.

e. 2ds Your hearts probably won’t be an adequate stopper opposite partner’s implied

shortness, and this balanced hand with so many queens and jacks is not worth a
jump. You should also discount the poorly placed heart queen.

f. 2w Jump to show a hand worth 9-11 points.
g. 2w Game is probable, especially since none of your values are wasted in hearts, so
cue bid to show at least 12 points. If partner now bids 2#, jump to 4 #.
h. Pass Allowing the double to stand commands a trump lead from partner.
OV A
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Alert Procedures

From Steve Turner

(The 2nd of a series on the subject of Alerts)

TYPES OF ALERTS

Pre-Alerts

Pre-Alerts are given before the auction period begins on the first board of a round. Pre-Alerts are designed to act as
an early warning of any unusual methods for which the opponents may need to prepare. Additionally, a pre-Alert is
required when playing methods permitted by the ACBL Mid-Chart or Super Chart in an event conducted using that
chart. Pre-Alerts are given aloud by explaining the systems or methods.

Immediate Alerts

Immediate Alerts are given at the time partner makes a call, which requires an Alert. These Alerts are given in the
form described under How to Alert (see the 1% article in the September 2005 RECAP, available at
www.NorthernColoradoBridge.com).

Delayed Alerts

Alerts given after the auction is completed for Alertable calls above the level of 3NT starting with the opening bidder's
second turn to call. The dummy or declarer Alerts the defenders before the opening lead. The defenders Alert after
the opening lead has been made but before it is faced.

PART I: NATURAL CALLS

Most natural calls do not require Alerts. If the call promises about the expected strength and shape, no Alert is
necessary. Treatments that show unusual strength or shape should be Alerted.

As to length, ACBL accepts as NATURAL any offer to play in a suit for the first time that shows:
(1)Three or more cards in a minor suit.

(2) Four or more cards in a major suit.

(3) Four or more cards for an overcall in a suit at the one level.

(4) Five or more cards for a weak two-bid.

(5) Six or more cards for a three-level preempt.

NOTE: Partnerships whose systems include extremely aggressive methods, such as frequent use of four-card
overcalls at the two level or higher, weak two-bids with bad five-card suits, or three-level preempts with bad six-card
and/or most five-card suits must pre-Alert the opponents before the round begins.

A treatment is a natural call that carries a specific message about the suit bid or the general strength of the hand.
Agreeing to open five-card majors is a treatment - when you open 1%, partner "knows" you have five or more. This is
indeed a message but not an unexpected one, so no Alert is required. Weak jump shifts, on the other hand, are
unexpected and therefore Alertable.

EXAMPLE: 1%-P-24#

If the 24 bid promises a spade suit of five or more cards, it is a natural call. The treatment involves the strength that
the bid promises. If the call is forcing to game, no Alert is required. If it is weak or invitational, then it must be Alerted.

Natural bids that convey an unexpected meaning must be Alerted. This includes strong bids that sound weak, weak
bids that sound strong, and all other bids that, by agreement, convey meanings different from, or in addition to, the
expected meaning ascribed to them.

EXAMPLE: 1#4-P-2%
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If 2% is natural and forcing, promising three or more clubs and 10 or more HCP (including those that are forcing to
game), it requires no Alert. This is the expected strength and shape of such a bid. If 2% is non-forcing, it must be
Alerted.

In general, when the use of conventions leads to unexpected understandings about suit length by negative inference,
a natural call becomes Alertable. Some such agreements have become expected and are fairly common therefore no
Alert is required.

EXAMPLES: 1¥-P-14

If 14 promises a five-card suit (when playing an opening 2 # bid as five hearts and four spades), no Alert is required.
1% 14, or 1%-P-INT If the 1NT bidder could or could not have four cards in one or both majors, again no Alert.
1%-P-1% or 1 If the major-suit bidder could be passing up a four-card or longer diamond suit, no Alert is required.

If, however, your 1NT response on an auction of, 1%, 1#_ or 1¥-P-1NT, shows a hand of 10-12 HCP, for example, an
Alert is required.

PART Il: CONVENTIONS

A convention is defined as any call, which, by partnership agreement, conveys a meaning not necessarily related to
the denomination named or, in the case of a pass, double or redouble, the last denomination named.

Examples of calls deemed to be conventional are: showing support for a previously bid suit and shortness in the bid
suit (such as a splinter bid) and bidding your worst suit for takeout.

ALMOST ALL CONVENTIONS MUST BE ALERTED.

In general, conventional calls require an Alert. In ACBL-sponsored events, however, there are some common
conventions that do not require an Alert during the auction: Stayman, ace-asking bids, most meanings of cue-bids,
strong artificial 2% openings and most doubles, redoubles and passes. Some Alerts are delayed until the auction is
completed. (Discussed in a later article.)

1) STAYMAN

Partnerships do not need to Alert their Stayman bids in order to differentiate between those that promise a four-card
major and those that don't. Opponents may assume that an immediate bid of clubs over a natural notrump opening is
conventional, asking opener to bid a four-card major, with no guarantee that responder has a four-card major suit.

However, when it becomes evident that the two-club bidder either does not have or tends not to have a four-card
major, an Alert is required at that time.

EXAMPLE: INT - P -2& - P - 2(x) - P - 2NT If the 2NT is or is most likely a raise in notrump without a four-card major,
an Alert is required at the time of the 2NT bid.

If, however, 2% or 3% (e.g., after a 2NT opener) asks opener to bid a five-card major (commonly referred to as
"Puppet" Stayman) an Alert is required.

Alerts are still necessary when the bid is not obviously asking for a major, such as a "checkback" auction where the
club bid may be mistaken for one showing a club holding.

2) STRONG, ARTIFICIAL TWO CLUBS

Forcing 2% opening bids, either natural or artificial, do not require an Alert. Intermediate 2% openings, such as those
used in Precision systems, must be Alerted.
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After a strong, artificial 2% opening, an artificial 2 # response, which is either negative or waiting, is not Alertable.
Those who play a "semi-automatic” 2 # bid do not need to Alert. If 2# guarantees the values for game, or has any
meaning other than negative or waiting, it must be Alerted.

3) ACE ASKING BIDS

4NT Blackwood (any variety over suits) and 4% Gerber (any variety over notrump) and expected responses thereto do
not require an Alert of any kind. All other ace-asking bids and responses require an Alert, but some of these Alerts
must be "delayed."

Ace-asking bids at the level of 3NT or below and usages on the first round (other than Blackwood and Gerber as
described above) require an immediate Alert. Unusual ace-asking bids above the level of 3NT starting with opener's
second turn to call require a delayed Alert.

EXAMPLES: 1&-P-4%-P- 44

If you have agreed to play 44# as an ace-asking bid, make a delayed Alert! Furthermore, the responses to 4 # and to
subsequent asking bids require a delayed Alert.

1&%-P-4&
If this is Gerber, the 1% opener should say "Alert" immediately after the 4% bid.

1¥-P-4NT
If this 4NT is Blackwood, no Alert or delayed Alert is required.

REMEMBER! THE DEFENDERS ALSO HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY TO MAKE DELAYED ALERTS.
4) CUEBIDS

Most cuebids are not Alertable. However, any cuebid that conveys a very unusual or unexpected meaning still requires
an Alert.

EXAMPLE: 1#-2%-Pass-24

If the 24 bid is a heart raise with values or some constructive hand, no Alert is required. If the 2+ bid is a transfer to
clubs, an Alert is required.

EXAMPLE: 14-24

If the 2 # bid shows the majors (Michaels), clubs and spades (top/bottom) or some other two-suiter (not
including diamonds), no Alert is required.

TO BE CONTINUED.

LXA XY

THE PARTNER
By: Joyce Glittenberg

The cards are made, the hands are played.
Winning seem enough, a finesse and a ruff.
Did Goren really know betwixt the aces?
Were all of those spaces?
| didn’t win the game but who, not |, will take the blame?

LXA XY
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NORTHERN COLORADO UNIT 363
2006 WINTER SECTIONAL

THE RANCH
FIRST NATIONAL BANK

EXHIBITION HALL - WEST

Concession Stand Available
Hot Lunch Between Sessions Sunday

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Two Single Session Events

STRATIFIED PAIRS .....ceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 1:00 & 7:00
A: 1500+ B: 750-1500 C: 0-750

STRATIFIED 199°ER PAIRS ...t 1:00 & 7:00
A: 100-200 B: 50-100 C:0-50

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Play-through — play one or both sessions

STRATIFIED PAIRS .....cuiiiiiieiiiiiiiiieee e 1:00 & 7:00
A: 1500+ B: 750-1500 C:0-750
STRATIFIED 199’ERPAIRS ....coiiviiiiiiiieenn, 1:00 & 7:00
A: 100-200 B:50-100 C:0-50
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
STRATI-FLIGHTED SWISS TEAMS ....ccceeiiiiiiieee. 10:30 & TBA
A: 3000+ X: 0-3000
B: 750-1500 C: 200-750 D: 0-200

Short Break, Hot Lunch Between Sessions

ENTRY FEES
$8 per Player per Session
$88 per team Sunday (includes hot lunch)
Rookies (0-5 points) Play Free on Friday
(Additional 50¢ if non-ACBL)

PARTNERSHIPS
Every effort will be made to accommodate timely requests for
partners. Please contact:
Larry Mason — 224-4960 — nosam80524@yahoo.com

BRIDGE FROM NEW ZEALAND

Diane Sawczyn, reporting on New Zealand duplicate
bridge:

| played Down Under for the first time. How lucky for
me that we moved only four blocks from the Hutt
Valley Bridge Club. | could play every weeknight and
three afternoons a week if | had the inclination. |
enjoyed myself but it is somewhat different than home.

First of all, you have to be nominated, seconded, and
voted into the clubs here. Since I'm a Yank who will
only be here six months, they held a meeting and
decided to let me pay a full year’s fees and will refund
me the difference when | leave. It's $85NZ for the
yearly dues and includes membership in the national
organization. You pay $5 every time you play.

They are very proud of their bridge here and boast
several members who are Masters or Grand Masters,
although | don’t think | played with any of them tonight!
The lady who helped me with my membership
application is ranked #12 in NZ. They use the ACOL
system so | am more confused than ever when | bid.
However, Sylvia, my partner for the evening, is a
delightful lady who is very patient and willing to play
with me again.

A drawing determines which partnership sits North-
South to score. It is challenging because they don’t
use bidding boxes but write bids on a sheet of paper;
some of the writing is difficult to decipher! The
declarer is allowed to touch the dummy cards.

| have no idea how well or badly we did since they
don’t tally the scores immediately. They have a phone
system where you enter in your membership number
to find your results the next day.

More reports to follow.
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MILESTONES

Bi1G GAMES REPORTED (OcT 2005-DEc 2005)
OcT15,2005 77.08% BILLIE TURNER — STEVE TURNER

LIFE MASTER — 300 MASTERPOINTS, 50 S, 25 G AND 25 R/G

Douc WATT

Nov 2,2005 76.25% ROBERT JANSSEN — DARRELL WYATT

Nov 14,2005 70.00% LARRY MATHENY — NEIL PETRIE
Nov 30, 2005 72.96% LARRY MATHENY — STEVE TURNER
Dec 10,2005 72.45% DAwN FoLTz— GREG FoLTZ

DEc 16,2005 73.61% BILLIE TURNER — STEVE TURNER

MASTERPOINT MILESTONES

JUNIOR MASTER — 5 MASTERPOINTS
RON ALEXANDER

SECTIONAL MASTER — 50 MASTERPOINT
WARREN THOMAS

REGIONAL MASTER — 100+ MP — 15 SILVER, 5 RED/GOLD
BRAD SIMMONS

NABC MASTER — 200 MASTERPOINTS, 25s, 15 R/G, 5 GOLD
BiLL FoLLIis
ERIC KRONWALL
NORMAN WATT

BRONZE LIFE MASTER — 500 MASTERPOINTS

DoN DAvis

SILVER LIFE MASTER — 1,000 MASTERPOINTS

JiM ZuBoy

NEw MEMBERS

Maggi Devlin
Curtis Cramer
Walter Dalke
Rena Hansch
Gail Hanson
Theo Meyer
Lloyd Parker
Melvin Rueppel

Transferred into Unit
Jasper Brundege
John Krueger

Jeffrey Naset

Gary Spence

SOV A

UNIT 363 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Larry Matheny President 461-3136
Mark Spaeth Vice President- 669-7329
Bill Stoltey Secretary. 206-1202
Ed Yosses Treasurer- 667-5312
Marilyn Pultz Membership 224-9478
Neil Petrie Board Member 226-5676
Sue Simmons-----------------—-- Charity Coordinator-------------------- 351-1035

Doug Watt

Other important volunteers within Unit 363 are:

Bill Follis

Sectionals

Ginny Steele
Steve Turner

Sat. Afternoon Games
Ethics & Conduct ---------=-=-=-=----

LEXA XY

The RECAP 9

667-2432

224-9478
224-5761
352-0050



Club Corner

Fort Collins

DAYTIME DupPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
ELK’'S LODGE — 140 EAST OAK

MARLENE ARANCI 223-0046
Mon — 12:30 -------- Elk’s Lodge ------- Open, standby available
Choice City Duplicate Bridge Club

SENIOR CENTER — 1200 RAINTREE DRIVE
MARLENE ARANCI 223-0046
Tue — 12:30 Open, All ages welcome

FORT COLLINS DUPLICATE PLAYERS CLUB

Elk’s Lodge — 140 East Oak
Ginny Steele 224-5761

Wed — 6:45 Open, Teams 1% Wed
January 25 — Membership Game

THE FORT FUN BRIDGE CLUB

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH, 305 E. ELIZABETH STR.

Marilyn Pultz & Bill Follis 970-980-5366

FunBridge@comcast.net

THURS —SUPPER 6:00 (RESERVATION REQUIRED) AND GAME TIME
1S 6:30. 0-200 GAME

The RECAP

% Larry Matheny

941 Alexandria Drive
Loveland, Co. 80538-1573

NOTE: DURING JANUARY, THERE WILL BE LESSONS AT 5:40 BUT
NO SUPPER.

BRUSH
FORT MORGAN BRIDGE CLUB

DoN MITCHELL 842-4719
1%, 3rd Mon — 6:30 ------ Carroll Building------------ Invitational
Wed — 12:30 --------------- Carroll Building---------===-=----- Open
NiwoT
LONGMONT DuUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
THE LEFTHAND GRANGE - 2ND & FRANKLIN
MARLENE ARANCI 223-0046
THUR-T7:15 OPEN
GREELEY
JUNE EWALD 506-0863
THE GREELEY CLUB
NEw FRONTIER BANK — 2425 35™ Ave
Wed - 12:00 Open Game
New Frontier Bank — 2425 35™ Ave
Fri—6:45 Open Game
PLACE
U.S. POSTAGE
HERE

Place label here
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