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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Larry Matheny

I’'m pleased to report that 2009 was a good year for Unit 363. Our Winter and Fall Sectionals were successful as
was our second 299er Sectional. Many of our local clubs experienced increased attendance and our Unit games
continue to be well received. However, | do have to report that the Fort Morgan clubs are closing. Don Mitchell
informed me he has managed those games since 1981 and has decided to retire. We want to thank Don for his
many years of service and hope he will be visiting some of our other clubs in his retirement.

We held the first challenge match with the Boulder Unit and came away with a victory. We are in the process of
organizing a re-match and realize we are up again formidable opponents. More on this as it develops.

Looking ahead to 2010, our first big event is the Winter Sectional in February. That schedule is on page five so
be sure and mark it on your calendar. You can find all of our schedules and results on our web page. Please
support your local clubs and, as always, please contact any of your board members with suggestions or concerns.
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UNIT 363 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Larry Matheny President 461-3136
Doug Watt ----------------- Vice President, Unit Games ------=--=----- 667-2432
Bill Stoltey Secretary, Web Site -------------------- 206-1202
Ed Yosses Treasurer 667-5312
Andrea French----------------—- Education, Publicity ------------=------- 225-0243
Rena Hansch --------------- Intermediate/Newcomers ----------------- 223-0611
Sue Simmons------------------- Charity Coordinator -------------------- 351-1035
Dick Webster----------------- Membership, Directories ---------=------- 635-9417

Other important volunteers within Unit 363 are:

Bill Dorin Web Site 282-1842

Jon Gustafson Web Site 267-9691

Barbara Meier Unit Games 282-4331

Bill & Gail Greeley ------------------- Sectionals 282-1702

Gail Hanson Sectionals 224-4457
HOVA
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RESULTS & SCHEDULES

UNIT GAME REPORT
By Larry Matheny

Our Unit games continue to have very good attendance. At the October Election game Andrea French, Sue Simmons,
Bill Stoltey, and Ed Yosses were re-elected to the board. The December Holiday Party was well attended with 22
tables in the morning and 20 tables in the afternoon session. There were many delicious treats and Stella O’'Neill did
her usual good job of selecting door prizes. Our thanks go to Doug Watt for organizing the 2009 Unit games and to

Barb Meier for directing.

September Pairs Championship

December Holiday Party

) ABC Morning STaC session — N/S
Marlene Aranci — Barb Gustafson 1 A B C
Gladys Agan — Ruth Roden 2 1 Jim Turner — Ruth Turner 1 1
Larry Matheny — Bob Sherman 3 Judy Davis — Billie Turner 2
Paul Flanders - Andrea Kutscher 2 Louise Dalke-Curt Cramer 3 2 1
Bill Follis — Marilyn Pultz 3 Rich Kommrusch — Leo Yudien 3 2
Andrea French — Gail Hanson 1 Bob Link — Al Walsh 3
Lolita Gefroh — Kathi Zimmerman 2
Gail Greeley — Carol Shafer 3 Morning STaC session — E/W
A B C
. MaryAnn Bauman — Julie Larson 1 1
October Election Party Jon Gustafson — Neil Petrie 2
A B C Bill Darden — Mel Rueppel 3 2 1
Paul Flanders - Andrea Kutscher 1 1 Burke Snowden — Craig Snowden 3 2
Doug Watt — Norm Watt 2 2 M. Christopher — Tommie Yardley 3
Bill Stoltey — Jim Zuboy 3
Bill Follis — Marilyn Pultz 3 Afternoon STaC session — N/S
A B C
Fiona Freeseman-John Worley 1 1 1
November Unit Championship Brad Simmons- Sue Simmons 2 2 2
ABC Gladys Agan — Ruth Roden 3 3
Jon Gustafson — Neil Petrie 1 Rich Kommrusch —Leo Yudien 3
Larry Matheny — Bob Sherman 2 .
Fiona Freeseman — John Krueger 31 1 Afternoon STaC session — N/S
Joanne Berger — Theo Meyer 2 2 ) . A B C
Linda Agee — Carol Irvin 3 Judy Davis — Billie Turner 1
Gwenda Purdy — Craig Snowden 3 Larry Hulse — RhondalHuser 2 1 1
Burke Snowden — Craig Snowden 3 2 2
Dawn Foltz — Greg Foltz 3
Harriett Allen — Jim Allen 3
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Our Next Unit Games

The following Unit sponsored events are coming up in the next few months. Our
playing site for the Unit games is Saints John’s Lutheran Church at 305 East
Elizabeth Street in Ft. Collins. There is great close-in parking and the playing
site is roomy. The Unit maintains a calendar of coming events that can be
accessed over the Internet. The calendar lists all of the ACBL Nationals, District
17 Regionals and the Colorado and Cheyenne Sectionals, along with all of the
Unit games. Access the calendar through: http://calendar.yahoo.com/norcolobridge/

January Grand National Team Qualifier February Championship
Event: Two-Session Team Game Event: One-Session Pairs Game
Date: Saturday, January 16, 2010 Date: Saturday, February 27, 2010
Starting Times: 9:30 AM and 1:45 PM Lesson at noon, Game at 1:00 PM
Entry Fee: $6/person each session Entry Fee: $6/person each session
March Championship April Championship
Event: One-Session Pairs Game Event: Two-Session Pairs Game
Date: Saturday, March 27, 2010 Date: April 17,2010
Lesson at noon, Game 1:00 PM Starting Times: 9:30 AM and 1:45 PM
Entry Fee: $6/person Entry Fee: $6/person each session
XXX
OUR MEMBERSHIP

Our Unit has a good mix of players spread very nicely from the Rookie category up through the
Grand Life Master rank. Last year we had 236 members, so we're continuing to grow. Here is
the breakdown of our 252 members:

BRONZE SILVER GOLD EMER. GRAND
JUNIOR CLUB SECT. REGL. NABC LIFE LIFE LIFE LIFE LIFE LIFE
ROOKIE MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST.
36 33 28 31 27 16 19 32 23 4 1 1

OVA
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Tricks and Treats
by Marilyn Pultz

The second annual Falling Leaves 299er Sectional Tournament was held on Saturday,
October 31, 2009 in Fort Collins. Even though we had to compete with Halloween, we
had great attendance with 22% tables in the morning session and 18 tables in the
afternoon. We also ran a 3-table 0-20 MP side game in the morning.

Overall winners were: Bob Link and Al Walsh (Morning session) and Art Leissa and
Barbara Lindblom (Afternoon session). Barb Barnes and Louise Maass, Loveland,
won the 0-20 MP Side Game. Congratulations for winning such a competitive
tournament. Tournament co-chairs Gail Hanson and Rena Hansch did a great job with
the organization. Many thanks to manager/caddy GerriLou Martin and directors Bill Follis
and Marilyn Pultz for ensuring the tournament ran smoothly and effectively.

Morning Session

Section A — North/South

ABC

1 1 1 J.Blankinship-Theo Meyer

2 2 Rena Hansch-Barb Massey

3 3 Trudy Owen-Vicki Hamende
2 Judy Lilly-Pamela Wyman

Section A — East/West

ABC

1 1 1 T.Yardley-M. Christopher

2 2 2 Z.Martinson-Kevin Dunn

3 3 3 Burke Snowden-C. Snowden

Section B — North/South

A BC

1 1 1 RayHedberg - Lorena Soares

2 2 Roger & Nancy Scimeca

3 3 2 N. Rainwater - Jared Johnson
3 Lee Bennett - Lolita Gefroh

Section B — East/West

A BC

1 1 1 BobLink -Al Walsh

2 2 Bruu Spinney - Judy Spinney

3 3 2 Pamela Rifkin - John Rifkin

Afternoon Session
Section A — North/South

A B C

1 Bill Darden-Jane Harroff

2 Carol Shafer -Shirley Flynn
31 1 Diane Mayer - Jeannie Lee
Section A — East/West

AB C

1 1 1 B.Snowden-C. Snowden

2 2 2 T.Yardley- M. Christopher
3 3 Carol Koch - Tad Koch
Section B — North/South

A B

17 11 N. Rainwater- Jared Johnson
2 2 Dick Webster— F. DeMeyer
3 3 2 B. Eberhardt-Debbie Taylor
Section B — East/West

A B C

1 1 1 ArtLeissa-Barb Lindblom
2 2 Rena Hansch-Barb Massey
3 3 2 AlWalsh-Bob Link

0-20 Morning Side Game

1 Barb Barnes Louise Maass
2 Chris Pisciotta -Mary Bopp
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2010 WINTER SECTIONAL

NORTHERN COLORADO UNIT 363
2010 WINTER SECTIONAL

THE RANCH
FIRST NATIONAL BANK

EXHIBITION HALL - WEST

Hot Lunch Between Sessions Sunday

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5

KNOCK OUT OR ROUND ROBIN - 1ST ROUND.............. 9:00
KNOCK OUT OR ROUND ROBIN — 2ND ROUND. ............ 1:30
STRATIFIED PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLE SESSION ... 1:30
STRATIFIED PAIRS 199ER SINGLE SESSION™ .............. 1:30
KNock OuT OR ROUND ROBIN — 3RD ROUND ............ 7:00
STRATI-FLIGHTED PAIRS ....ueiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 7:00
STRATIFIED PAIRS 199’ER SINGLE SESSION™ ............. 7:00

FLIGHT A =3000+; X = 0-3000
B/C/D -- 750-1500; 200-750; 0-200
E/F/G -- 100-200; 50-100; 0-50

*TROPHIES TO OVERALL WINNERS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6

STRATIFIED PAIRS ..covvvieiiieeeieeeeeeeeee e, 10:00 & 3:00
A: 2000+ B: 750-2000 C:0-750

STRATIFIED 199ER PAIRS™ ...ovvvviieiieiiiiiiieeeennn 10:00 & 3:00
A: 100-199 B:50-99 C:0-50

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7
STRATI-FLIGHTED (OR ROUND-ROBIN) Swiss TEAMS

10:00 & TBA
A: 3000+X: 0-3000
B: 750-1500 C:200-750
D: 0-200
Short Break, Hot Lunch Between Sessions

ENTRY FEES
$9 per Player per Session
$100 per team Sunday (includes hot lunch)
Rookies (0-5 points) play Free on Friday in a single session
(Additional $1 if non-ACBL member)

PARTNERSHIPS
Every effort will be made to accommodate
timely requests for partners. Please contact:
Stella O’Neill — 970-482-1253
Sue Simmons — 970-353-1035

TOURNAMENT CO-CHAIRPERSONS
Bill & Gail Greeley — 970 -443-9417
Gail Hanson — 970-217-2986

LX)
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Education: MENTOR MAGIC
By Andrea French

The Northern Colorado Bridge Unit 363 is a Community of Learners

Our Unit is very fortunate to have an active mentor program. For the past year, non-life masters
have paired up with more experienced players and benefited from their knowledge. These games
take place at the club games on the 5t Monday and the 5t Wednesday of each month. A positive
outcome of this program has been increased participation by the newer players in club and Unit
games in addition to the 199er Thursday Night Fort Fun game.

It has been wonderful to see these pairings continue outside the “official” mentor games. At almost
every club and Unit game there are pairings of newer and more experienced players. We have
created an atmosphere where learning is supported and nurtured. Our newer players feel
comfortable playing with the “better” players and these “better” players are encouraging the newer
player to grow. And everyone benefits when the Unit itself becomes more competitive. The Unit’s
win in the first-ever Boulder/Fort Collins Challenge Match may be a direct result of this program.

ACBL has encouraged units to sustain mentor activities and has published on their website
guidelines for an effective mentor program. Each mentor and mentee should reflect upon these
guidelines and assess whether they are taking full advantage of this opportunity. The following are
some guidelines that each pair might consider:

Responsibilities of a Mentee:

1. Respect your mentor’s time. Your mentor should allow sufficient time before the game to fill
out a convention card. After the game your mentor should discuss difficult hands and other
problems that came up during the month. Play with your mentor more than just at the
official games, if possible.

2. Take action on the information provided by your mentor. Do not be overly sensitive to
constructive criticism. Study on your own.

3. Show respect for your mentor's efforts. Your behavior and follow-through are how you
express respect and appreciation for your mentor.

4. Pass on the gift of mentoring by taking on a newcomer of your own whenever possible.
Responsibilities of a Mentor:

1. Give of your time unselfishly. Allow sufficient time to fill out the convention card together
before the game and to review difficult hands afterward. Start with simple agreements and
proceed toward more complex systems as your partnership grows. Analyzing difficult hands
with your mentee is an essential learning tool.

2. Be willing to share your expertise and knowledge. Always remember that what seems

obvious to you can be totally opaque and foreign to the newer player.
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3. Make a commitment to play regularly with your mentee in “official” mentor games and any
other games that fit your schedules. By playing with the same mentee over a period of time,
you can really further their growth and learning.

If you would like to be a mentor or mentee or find a mentor or mentee you can contact any club
manager or the Unit's educational representative, Andrea French.

Private classes and lessons before Unit games are available. Information regarding these
educational opportunities is available on the unit's website: www.northerncoloradobridge.com or
by contacting Andrea French at 970-225-0243.

And for everyone: Enjoy the gamel!

VA

DID YOU KNOW?
By Dawn Foltz

Did you know there is a section on Conduct and Etiquette that is part of the Laws of Duplicate
Bridge? This section states, in part:

As a matter of courtesy, a player should refrain from:

— Paying insufficient attention to the game.

— Making gratuitous comments during the auction and play.

— Detaching a card before it is his turn to play.

— Prolonging play unnecessarily (as in playing on although he knows all of the tricks are
surely his) for the purpose of disconcerting an opponent.

— Summoning or addressing the Director in a manner discourteous to him or other
contestants.

The Director is authorized to award an adjusted score when the Laws do not provide an indemnity
to the non-offending side for the particular violation of Law committed by the opponents.

Taken from “Duplicate Decisions — A Club Director’s Guide for Ruling at the Table”.

LA X
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IMPROVE YOUR PLAY
with Larry Matheny

It's so important to listen to the bidding. While this may seem simple and obvious, it is surprising so
many people listen but do not hear. Take a look, or rather, a listen.

Scoring: Matchpoints (Pairs)

v J7
DIr W 4 ki3
VUuI'N-S s kar2
A2 A QJ97 West North East South
v AK962 v Q8 19 DBL RDBL 14
¢ AQ8T75 ¢ 942 2¢ 2a  Pass Pass
105 * AJB3 3¢ 36 DBL End
A 6543
¥ 10543
¢ 106
% 964

BIDDING: North had a very good takeout double and East redoubled to promise 10 or more HCP.
South properly took a preference to spades and West's 24 bid showed a red two-suiter with no
extras and no particular desire to defend. North wasn't done and competed to 24. East was
tempted to double but waited on West’s next call. After West bid 3¢, North loved his hand and bid
one more. East knew what to do and 34 doubled became the final contract.

PLAY: It's too gory to describe the details but declarer ended up with only five tricks for down four
and a score of -1100. North was heard to say "But, | had 17 HCP, | had to bid again”. Let's do the
math that North should have done at the table: (approx. numbers) West: 13 HCP, North: 17 HCP,
East:10 HCP, South: well, that doesn't leave South with any, does it? North must know as soon as
the redouble is made that his partner is broke. This is a terrible case of a player bidding his hand
without LISTENING to his partner.

Note that East could (and perhaps should) have doubled 24 but he had faith that his partner would
take another call and it looked like North wasn’t through bidding. Auctions with the redouble should
be discussed thoroughly with your partners.

oOVA
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RESPONDING TO PARTNER’S OVERCALL
By Larry Matheny

There are many textbooks with instructions for opening bids and responses to opening bids.
There is also a lot of information covering interventions (takeout doubles, overcalls, etc), but one
area that is unclear to many players is how to respond to partner’s overcall.

First, let's “name” the people at the table so we can better define their role. Of course we have
opener and responder but we also have intervener (one who makes the overcall or t/o double)
and his partner, the advancer. Take note that the intervener may be in second seat or fourth seat.

Now, let me state an important point: Since partner made an overcall instead of an opening
bid, he might have a fairly light hand and our responses must accommodate that
possibility. Our actions include a simple raise, a preemptive jump raise, forward-going NT bids, a
cue bid of opener’s suit to ask partner about his strength, or a new suit. The cue bid will usually
promise support, but before we can agree on that, we must decide what a new suit by advancer is
telling partner.

Look at the SIMPLE OVERCALL section on the convention card. Below the high card point (hcp)
range is the RESPONSES section. This menu offers three ways to play a new suit by advancer:
1) Forcing, 2) Non-Forcing Constructive, and 3) Non-Forcing. Our first decision is to choose
from these options so let's examine each of them.

FORCING: Well, the name tells it all but does it really make sense to wait until we have a big hand
before we can share information with partner? Let’s do the math: Give opener a minimum (around
14 hcp) and overcaller a minimum (around 12 hcp) and that leaves 14 hcp for you and responder
to share. If either opener or overcaller has extras, you will have even less. Your average point
count as advancer is probably in the 4-10 range. Sure, you will sometimes hold a big hand, but it
will not happen often so | do not recommend this option.

NON-FORCING CONSTRUCTIVE: This approach is the middle road. It shows some values but
partner may pass if his overcall was light or he doesn't fit your suit. But, since you do show some
strength, he can raise and game or a good partscore may be reached. | recommend this option.

NON-FORCING: This is merely an attempt to improve the contract and promises no more than a
suit preferred over their partner’s. It may be very weak.

Now let’s look at other actions available to advancer.
SIMPLE RAISE: This is the same 6-9 point range you use over partner’s opening bid.

JUMP RAISE: It is best to use this as a preemptive bid, applying as much pressure as soon as
you can. With a good raise, you will cue bid.
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CUE BID: A bid of the opponent’s suit has more than one meaning. The most common shows a
limit (10-12) or better raise of your partner’s suit and asks how good his overcall is. Partner will
rebid his suit with a minimum and take other action with extras. Another use of the cue bid is to
show a good hand and your own suit. This is necessary if a new suit bid by you is non-forcing.
After advancer cue bids, the auction is forcing until a previously bid suit has been rebid or raised,
or game has been reached.

JUMP SHIFT: A jump in a new suit is highly invitational. Holding 4Q2 %108 Q9 &AQ10987
with this auction:

OPP PARD OPP YOU
1v 14 P ??

The reasoning is since 2& is not forcing, then 3% should show a good hand. If you first cue bid 2%,
the bidding may get too high before you are able to show your club suit. If partner has a weak
overcall and no real fit for clubs, he is allowed to pass your jump to 3&%. Remember, either a
simple new suit or a jump by advancer almost always denies support for your overcall suit.

As always, there are other accepted methods, so you need to discuss these with your partners.
Here is a chart | recommend:

OPP PARD OPP ADV
1% 1A P 1NT = 8-10 hcp, club stopper, not forcing
2&% = forcing, asking about the overcall
24 = not forcing constructive
2% = not forcing constructive
2A = simple raise
2NT = 11-13 hcp, clubs stopped, not forcing
3% = constructive raise 7-9 hcp w/four card support
3¢ = good suit, good hand, highly invitational
3¥ = good suit, good hand, highly invitational
3A = preemptive
3NT = to play; 14+ hcp with clubs stopped
44 = Preemptive? To make? Make the opponents guess.

ooVA
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MILESTONES

Big Games Reported (Sep —Dec 2009) Regional Master — 100 Masterpoints
Oct 1 70.49% M. Christopher — Tom Yardley Frank De Meyer
Oct 10 70.83% Paul Flanders — A. Kutscher Warren Thomas
Oct20 73.25% Neil Petrie — Bill Stoltey Al Walsh
Nov 17 75.69% Barbara Gustafson — Jim Zuboy
Nov 17 70.14% Neil Petrie — Ginny Steele NABI;?”Né)astder - 200 Masterpoints
| arden

Marsha Effner
Masterpoint Milestones

Life Master— 300 Mast int
Junior Master — 5 Masterpoints ! eGaailsgrreeley asterpoints

Marcia Christopher Bill Greeley

Bonnie Johnson Beth McGregor

Rita Snyder Mary Ellen Nickodemus
Douglas Yeager Brad Simmons

Club Master — 20 Masterpoints Bronze Life Master— 500 Masterpoints
Lee Bennett Bill Follis

Al Katzman
Bunny Katzman
Barbara Schwartz

Tommy Yardley Transferred into Unit

Deanna Bleyle
Sectional Master — 50 Masterpoints

Mary Carol Evenson New Members
Ann Leffler John Blankinship
Zoel Martinson Marcia Christopher
Barbara Massey Dana Fritz
Grace Sokolik Paul Hegland

Art Leissa

Pete Pietenpol
Pamela Wyman

oA

The newsletter will continue to provide Upcoming Events, Tournament Results, Membership Milestones
and the Club Corner, and from time-to-time, articles of general interest to bridge players in Northern Colorado and
nearby communities. Please contact the editor with any news, special events, or items of general interest including
challenging and interesting bridge hands. You can even win a free play for one of our Unit games. Just send us a
bridge problem from a local game, and if it's website material, you’re a winner.

Larry Matheny Marilyn Pultz
Unit 363 RECAP Editor Asst. Editor
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CLUB CORNER

Fort Collins
Daytime Duplicate Bridge Club
Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive
Marlene Aranci 223-0046
Mon - 12:30 Open, standby available

Choice City Duplicate Bridge Club

Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive

Marlene Aranci 223-0046
Tue —12:30 Open, All ages welcome

Fort Collins Duplicate Players Club
Community of Christ Church, 220 East Oak

Dawn Foltz 204-1952
Wed - 6:30 Open, Teams 1% Wed
The Fort Fun Bridge Club------------------- 0-200 Game
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 305 E. Elizabeth St.

Marilyn Pultz & Bill Follis----------=---------- 970-980-5366

FunBridge@comcast.net

Thurs — 6:30 - Call for reservation or a partner.
Teams — 3" Thursday of even-numbered months.
Salon (mini-lesson) by Larry Matheny — 3" Thursdays

The RECAP

% Larry Matheny

941 Alexandria Drive
Loveland, CO 80538-1573

Senior Center Duplicate (non-ACBL sanctioned)
Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive

Mark Spaeth 669-7329
Fri—11:30 Open

Niwot
Longmont Duplicate Bridge Club
The Lefthand Grange, 2nd & Franklin

Marlene Aranci 223-0046

Thur —7:00 Open
Greeley

The Greeley Clubs

Donna & Tom Roberts 304-0410

Greeley Senior Center, 1010 6th Street

Wed - 12:30 Open

Greeley Senior Center, 1010 6" Street

Sat - 12:30 Open
Estes Park

Estes Park Duplicate Club

Methodist Church, 1509 Fish Hatchery Road

John Krueger 970-577-0657
2" & 4™ Mondays-1:00------------===-- Open, Stratified
Call to reserve a seat or for a partner.

PLACE
U.S. POSTAGE
HERE

Place label here
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