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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Larry Matheny

As | look back at a very productive and busy 2010, perhaps most important was our continued
strong growth in membership. Seven years ago we had only 171 members and we are now up to
286. Looking strictly at the numbers, | think it is safe to say that bridge is alive and well in
Northern Colorado. However, as we meet and greet our new members, we must remember that
for many of them duplicate bridge is an unfamiliar arena. With that in mind, let's make sure we
make them feel welcome. And, with no many new members, make it a 2011 goal to build new
partnerships.

Looking ahead to 2011, our first big event is the Winter Sectional in February. The schedule is on

page five so be sure to mark it on your calendar. You can find all of our schedules and results on
our web page. Please contact any of your board members with suggestions or concerns.

UNIT 363 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Larry Matheny President 461-3136
Doug Watt ----------------- Vice President, Unit Games --------------- 667-2432
Bill Stoltey Secretary, Web Site --------=========-=- 206-1202
Ed Yosses Treasurer 667-5312
Andrea French------------------ Education, Publicity -------------------- 225-0243
Jim Berthold ----------------- Intermediate/Newcomers ---------=-=----- 232-9767
Sue Simmons----------=-=------ Charity Coordinator -------------------- 351-1035
Dawn Foltz ------------=--=--- Membership, Directories ----------------- 204-1952

Other important volunteers within Unit 363 are:

Bill Dorin Web Site 282-1842

Jon Gustafson Web Site 267-9691

Barbara Meier Unit Games 282-4331

Bill & Gail Greeley ------------------- Sectionals 282-1702

Gail Hanson Sectionals 224-4457
a0VA
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RESULTS & SCHEDULES

UNIT GAME REPORT
By Larry Matheny

Our Unit games continue to have very good attendance. At the October Election game Larry Matheny and
Doug Watt were re-elected to the board along with newcomers Jim Berthold and Dawn Foltz. The
December Holiday Party was well attended with 2172 tables in both the morning and afternoon sessions.
There were many delicious treats and Stella O’Neill did her usual good job of selecting door prizes. Our
thanks go to Doug Watt for organizing the 2010 Unit games and to Barb Meier for directing

September Pairs Championship December Holiday Game
ABC Morning STaC session — N/S
Burke Snowden — Billie Turner 1 A B C
Fiona Freeseman- Gil Merrill 2 1 Jon Gustafson — Neil Petrie 1
Larry Matheny — Bob Sherman 3 Joyce Glittenberg- Ruth Roden 2 1
Larry Mason- Linda Nelson 2 Larry Matheny - Ed Yosses 3
Bill Greeley — Gail Greeley 3 Carol Irvin — Julie Larson 2
Vickie Hamende — Trudy Owen 1 Jim Berthold — Jasper Brundege 3 1
June Kissock — Sharon Stuart 2 John Krueger — Mel Rueppe| 2
Bobbye Semryck - Warren Thomas 3 Curt Cramer - Louise Dalke 3
Morning STaC session — E/W
October Election Party A B C
A B C Liz Varra — George Varra 1 1 1
Larry Matheny — Bob Sherman 1 J. Blankinship — Frank DeMeyer 2 2 2
David Driggers — Susan Driggers 21 Pete Pietenpol - Zoel Martinson 3 3 3
Jim Berthold — Jasper Brundege 3 2
Judy Davis — Rita Koch 3 Afternoon STaC session — N/S
Bill Darden — Jane Harroff 1 A B C
Bob Link — Al Walsh 2 Bill Stoltey — Jim Zuboy 1 1
Judy Davis — Rita Koch 2 2
November Unit Championship Marlene Aranci— Barb Gustafson 3
A B C Rich Kommrusch — Leo Yudien 3 1
Bill Greely— Gail Greely 1 1 Fiona Freeseman — John Worley 2
Gladys Agan — Ruth Rodin 2 2 Doris Manfull — Duane Manfull 3
Kitty Cooper— Steve Cooper 3
John Blankinship— Frank DeMeyer 3 1 Afternoon STaC session - E/W
Vickie Hamende — Trudy Owen 2 A B C
Zoel Martinson — Pete Pieteneol 3 3 Liz Varra — George Varra 11 1
Barb Massey — Julie Wertz 2 2 2
Judy & Marty Gutschenritter 3 3
Bill Greeley — Gail Greeley 3
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Our Next Unit Games

The following Unit sponsored events are coming up in the next few months. Our playing
site for the Unit games is Saints John’s Lutheran Church at 305 East Elizabeth Street in
Ft. Collins. There is great close-in parking and the playing site is roomy. The Unit
maintains a calendar of coming events that can be accessed over the Internet. The
calendar lists all of the ACBL Nationals, District 17 Regionals and the Colorado and
Cheyenne Sectionals, along with all of the Unit games. Access the calendar through:
http://calendar.yahoo.com/norcolobridge/

January Grand National Team Qualifier February Championship
Event: Two-Session Team Game Event: One-Session Pairs Game
Date: Saturday, January 15, 2011 Date: Saturday, February 5, 2011
Starting Times: 9:30 AM and 1:45 PM Lesson at noon, Game at 1:00 PM
Entry Fee: $7/person each session Entry Fee: $7/person each session
March Championship April Championship
Event: One-Session Pairs Game Event: Two-Session Pairs Game
Date: Saturday, March 26, 2011 Date: April 23, 2011
Lesson at noon, Game 1:00 PM Starting Times: 9:30 AM and 1:45 PM
Entry Fee: $7/person Entry Fee: $7/person each session
aA0VA
OUR MEMBERSHIP

Our Unit has a good mix of players spread very nicely from the Rookie category up
through the Grand Life Master rank. We now have 286 members, up from 252 a year
ago. Here is the breakdown:

BRONZE SILVER GOLD EMER. GRAND
JUNIOR CLUB SECT. REGL. NABC LIFE LIFE LIFE LIFE LIFE LIFE

ROOKIE MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST. MAST.
53 35 31 33 30 15 23 35 22 7 1 1
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FALLING LEAVES SECTIONAL

The third annual Falling Leaves 299er Sectional Tournament was held on Saturday, October 30,
2010 in Fort Collins. The attendance was good with 21 tables in the morning session and 18
tables in the afternoon. There was also a 3-table 0-20 MP side game in the morning.
Tournament co-chairs Rena Hansch and Gail Hanson did a great job with the organization.

Here are the overall winners and top twenty masterpoint winners:

Morning Session Afternoon Session

Section A — North/South A B C

ABC 1 1 Donna Roberts — Tom Roberts
11 J. Blankinship-Frank DeMeyer 2 Christine Boller — Ronald Boller

2 2 Burke Snowden-Craig Snowden 3 Emil Dimitrov — Yvonne Quintal

3 3 Pat Salsman — Jeanne Schleicher John Blankinship-Frank DeMeyer

Wi

1 Nancy Adams - Art Leissa
2 Mary Nelson - John-David Sullivan
3 Pete Pietenpol - Zoel Martinson

Zoel Martinson — Pete Pietenpol
Barbara Massey — Julie Wertz
Judy Lilly - Phyllis Tegtman

WN =

0-2 Morning Side Game
1 Nancy Crow — Carol George
2 Linda Langer — Susan Fallon

Total masterpoints: 74.66 earned by 56 players.
Total attendance: 42 tables.

5.22 John Blankinship, Loveland CO
5.22 Frank DeMeyer, Fort Collins CO
3.32 Craig Snowden, Fort Collins CO
3.32 Burke Snowden, Ft Collins CO
2.92 Pat Salsman, Colorado Spgs CO
2.92 Jeanne Schleicher, Colorado Spring CO
2.83 Tom Roberts, Greeley CO

2.83 Donna Roberts, Greeley CO

2.68 Yvonne Quintal, Cheyenne WY

10 2.68 Emil Dimitrov, Laramie WY

11 2.22 Zoel Martinson, Wellington CO
12 2.22 Pete Pietenpol, Fort Collins CO
13 2.12 Ronald Boller, Frisco CO

14 2.12 Christine Boller, Frisco CO

15 1.84 Diane Mayer, Boulder CO

16 1.84 Amar Chopra, Superior CO

17 1.57 Julie Wertz, Ft Collins CO

18 1.57 Barbara Massey, Fort Collins CO
19 1.56 Nancy Adams, Fort Collins, CO
20 1.56 Art Leissa, Fort Collins CO
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2011 WINTER SECTIONAL

NORTHERN COLORADO UNIT 363
2011 WINTER SECTIONAL

February 18-20, 2011
Thomas M. Mckee Building at
The Ranch

Food concession open for lunch Friday and Saturday
Hot lunch between sessions Sunday

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18

KNOCK OUT OR ROUND ROBIN - 1ST ROUND.............. 9:30
STRATIFIED PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLE SESSION....9:30
STRATIFIED PAIRS 299ER SINGLE SESSION*.............. 9:30
KNock OUT OR ROUND ROBIN — 2ND ROUND ............ 1:30
STRATIFIED PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLE SESSION ... 1:30
STRATIFIED PAIRS 299ER SINGLE SESSION* .............. 1:30
KNOCK OUT OR ROUND ROBIN — 3RD ROUND. ............ 7:00
STRATIFIED PAIRS ... et 7:00
STRATIFIED PAIRS 299’ER SINGLE SESSION® ............. 7:00

CHAMPIONSHIPS: A =2000+; B =750-2000; C =0-750
299’ERs: D=150-300; E=50-150; F=0-50

*TROPHIES TO OVERALL WINNERS FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19

STRATIFIED PAIRS ...coooiiiiiiiieieeeeeeee e, 10:00 & 3:00
A: 2000+ B: 750-2000 C:0-750

STRATIFIED 299ER PAIRS™ ...ovveieiiieeieieiieeeeeenne 10:00 & 3:00
A:100-199 B: 50-99 C:0-50

SuUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
STRATI-FLIGHTED (OR ROUND-ROBIN) Swiss TEAMS

10:00 & TBA
A: 3000+X: 0-3000
B: 750-1500 C:200-750
D: 0-200
Short Break, Hot Lunch Between Sessions

ENTRY FEES
$9 per Player per Session
$100 per team Sunday (includes hot lunch)
Rookies (0-5 points) play Free on Friday in a single session
(Additional $1 if non-ACBL member)

PARTNERSHIPS
Every effort will be made to accommodate
timely requests for partners. Please contact:
Stella O’Neill — 970-482-1253
Sue Simmons — 970-353-1035

TOURNAMENT CO-CHAIRPERSONS

Bill & Gail Greeley — 970-443-9417
Gail Hanson — 970-217-2986
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DID YOU KNOW

By Dawn Foltz

Here is what the ACBL has to say about seeding Club Sanctioned Bridge Games.
Taken directly (word for word with emphasis added) from ACBL Handbook of Rules and
Regulations (2009 Revision. Chapter 4 The Club Sanctioned Bridge Game (pages 23-24):

"B. SEEDING

Seeding means specifically seating strong pairs (or weak pairs) in a manner relative to the
movement, so that every contestant plays against a group of opponents of APPROXIMATELY
THE SAME STRENGTH. In a one-section event, both directions should be balanced. In a multi-
section event, all fields should be balanced. In two-session events, the balance should be
maintained for both sessions.

If there is an ACTIVE EFFORT to seat all strong pairs in one direction and the weak pairs in the
other, the session must be classified as an invitational/restricted game. Further, if all strong pairs
are seated in one section and all weak pairs in another, the strong section qualifies as open, and
the other section becomes restricted/invitational.

SEEDING IS NOT MANDATORY FOR ANY REGULAR MASTERPOINT GAMES. All seating may
be random by luck of the draw or on a first-come, first-served basis."

Commentary by Dawn Foltz:

To me, APPROXIMATELY THE SAME STRENGTH means just what it sounds like. For example,
Andrea French and | as a pair are clearly not "approximately the same strength" as Jon Gustafson
and Larry Matheny as a pair; while both pairs would be designated as "A" with a 1500 point limit.
Just the masterpoint designation is insufficient for determining the approximate strength of a pair,
and therefore should only be a part of the consideration when seeding a field.

Additionally, as the final paragraph states: SEEDING IS NOT MANDATORY FOR ANY
REGULAR MASTERPOINT GAMES. While several of the clubs in the Northern Colorado Unit
strive to set up the "best contest" possible for their games, this is not an ACBL requirement and
should only be done as it is conducive to running the game in a timely manner while
accommodating the needs of the players.

The goal of seeding is to provide fair, balanced contests. With Mitchell movements an easy way to
balance the field is to have pairs from the same stratum (A, B or C) start against each other. This
balances the field with roughly equal numbers of players in each stratum in both directions. The
biggest matchpoint swings occur when two pairs meet head-to-head at the same table. When the
strongest pairs sitting in the opposite directions do not meet each other, the rest of the field is at a
big disadvantage. This problem is avoided when they start at the same table and the movement
causes them to meet all the other seeded pairs. At tournaments seeded tables in 13+ table games
are #3 (top seed), #5 (5" seed), #7 (4™ seed), #9 (2™ seed) and #13 (3" seed). Club games
should only require 1 or 2 seeded pairs each direction. In a Howell movement no more than one
seeded pair should sit in a stationary position and, for example, with 3 stationary pairs a player
from each stratum should occupy these positions.
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EDUCATION

By Andrea French

The Northern Colorado Bridge Unit 363 is a Community of Learners

HOW CAN WE HELP?

One of the goals of our unit has been to serve the educational needs of our members. At each
single-session unit game there is a lesson provided prior to the game. In addition we have a
strong mentor program in place. Every 5 Monday and 5 Wednesday night newer players and
more “experienced” players are partnered to help share knowledge. As a result the total strength
of our unit is improved. In order to increase the value of the mentoring experience, we have added
an extra hour to our Monday mentor games which can be used to discuss the hands that were
played.

Over the past two years we have also had special lessons on the 2/1 system and the Lebensohl
convention. These lessons were offered based on suggestions from the membership. Neil Petrie
presented the series of lessons on 2/1 and Bill Stoltey was the presenter for the series on
Lebensohl. Both presenters did a great job and the material was well received. There are also
many classes available which can be found on a link on our website.

Jim Berthold, one of our new board members, will coordinate the Intermediate/Novice program
and | will continue in the area of education. Jim and | will be working closely to continue these
efforts to help our unit members become even better at the game.

With that in mind, we’d love to hear from you. Please let us know what material (and format) for
presentations would be of most benefit. We want to make sure that we provide what you want.
You can contact us by phone or e-mail, or just bend our ear at any game.

We're listening!!

Andrea French

heVA
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USEFUL CONVENTIONS
Lebensohl over Weak-2 Bids

By Larry Matheny'

Here is a common auction that can cause problems:

LHO Parther RHO YOU
24 DBL P 3&

Your partner often has a difficult decision if he has extra values. Since there is such a wide point
range for your minimum response (0 to about 9 pts.), he doesn't know if it's safe to bid on. The
lebensohl convention was created to help you give partner a more accurate description of your
strength in these situations.

Simply stated, after an opponent opens a weak-two bid and your partner makes a takeout double,
your bid of 2NT is lebensohl. It says nothing about notrump. It asks partner to bid 3<%, and you
can then pass, sign off in a suit, or make another descriptive bid. Now let’s take a more detailed
look at the convention.

Weak hands (0-6 pts.)

The lebensohl 2NT is most useful when you have a very weak hand and want to sign off in a suit
that is lower in rank than the preemptor’s suit. If your suit is higher in rank than the preemptor’s
suit (i.e., LHO opens 2% and you have spades), you make your normal minimum bid at the 2-level.
But if you would have to go to the 3-level to make a minimum bid in your suit, you start with 2NT to
relay partner to 3&. You can now pass if clubs is your suit, or bid another suit. The auction will

go:

LHO Partner RHO You
24 DBL P 2NT
P 3ok P P (or 34 or 3%)

The doubler will accept your relay with any hand of up to about 18 playing points, but he can
refuse it if he has a very powerful hand. With a hand that will make game opposite an average of
about 4-5 points in your hand, he should refuse the relay and make another descriptive bid.

Medium-strength hands (7-10 pts.)

If you bid a suit at the 3-level (instead of using the 2NT sequence), it is encouraging, but not
forcing. It shows a hand with constructive values (a good 7 to about 10 pts.), but not enough to
jump to game. Doubler can pass with a minimum or bid on with extra values. You can also use
the lebensohl 2NT to invite when your suit is higher in rank than the preemptor’s suit. If LHO
opens 2% and you have spades, you can sign off in 2« if you're weak.

! Some of this material used by permission from the Karen Walker library.
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If you instead use the lebensohl 2NT sequence, it shows invitational values (8-10 pts.). This full
auction would be:

LHO Partnher RHO You
29 DBL P 2NT
P 3 P 34

If LHO opened 24, you can use the sequence to invite in hearts or spades.
Forcing hands (11+ pts.)

The lebensohl 2NT sequences above all show limited values. If you have invitational or forcing-to-
game strength, your jump responses can all retain their standard meaning.

Here are some examples of lebensohl:

LHO Partner RHO You
v DBL Pass ?

#43 ¥7542 +J1053 &K84 Bid 2NT (lebensohl). Over 3+, you'll bid 34 to show the very weak
sign-off hand.

4J5 vQ654 Q64 Q753 With lebensohl, you can't make a natural 2NT bid. This is a very
poor 7 pts. so evaluate it down and use the Lebensohl 2NT. You'll pass partner's 3.

&aK52 ¥732 #AJ643 &75 Bid 34 to show constructive values. If partner has extra values, he'll
bid on.

AAQ83 ¥742 #K873 &J9 Bid 2NT (lebensohl). You plan to invite by bidding 3# over partner's
3eb.

&#AQ1084 ¥4 ¢A1097 %1073 Bid 4#. This hand is too good for a lebensohl sequence, which
partner can pass.

Specialized uses of lebensohl

Lebensohl can be a beneficial addition to your system if you limit it to just the standard treatments
above. If you want to adopt some more advanced uses of the convention, you can add special
sequences to distinguish between different types of forcing and invitational hands. We don’t have
the space here, so you will have to do the homework.

heVA
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IMPROVE YOUR PLAY

with Larry Matheny

Proper hand evaluation is often difficult. The auction will usually be your best gauge to understand
the importance of your honor cards and your distribution. This hand offers a good example.

Scoring: IMPs (Teams)

KQ1072
Hand#1 %
W AJ10752
vans  ® @ West North East South

3 4

INT DBL* RDBL 2+

a AJ3 &85
v 983 v 64 Pass 2% Pass 24
¢ A752 & KJ10986 Pass 3# Pass 4#&
% AQ3 % KJ2 Pass Pass Pass

& 964

v KQ *majors or minors

¢ 43

& 1098765

BIDDING: There are many conventions to use over the opponents' opening 1NT. This North-
South partnership uses a double to show either the majors or the minors. After East redoubled to
suggest his side had the balance of power, South ran to 2¢ hoping North held the minor suits.

But, North followed with 2% showing the majors so South took a preference to 24. He was
expecting the opponents to double but instead heard his partner raise. South looked at this weak
hand and stopped to reflect on the auction. After hearing the 1NT opening and East showing
strength, North still was inviting game. South knew that his partner must hold a really strong major
two-suiter and realized the importance of the king-queen of hearts. He accepted the invitation but
was both eager and nervous to see the dummy.

PLAY: West won the two minor suit aces and continued with another diamond. South ruffed this
in dummy and played a heart to his hand. He then led a spade to dummy's king followed by
another heart to his hand. A second spade toward dummy was won by West. He forced dummy
to ruff another minor suit card after which South drew the last trump and made his contract.

This hand was well bid by North. He knew the dangers in missing a vulnerable game at this form
of scoring. At the other table, North-South stopped in 34 making four and South was heard to
say: "But, | only had five points".

This was an exciting hand. Note it takes a heart opening lead to defeat 3NT by East-West.

SoVA
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MILESTONES

Big Games Reported (Sep —Dec 2010) Bronze Life Master— 500 Masterpoints
Sep 23 71.13% Barbara Massey — Julie Wertz Liz Varra
Oct 9 70.00% Barb Meier — Mary E. Nicodemus
Nov 5 71.09% Gwenda Purdy — Scarlett Reimer Gold Life Master— 2500 Masterpoints
Dec 8 71.53% Jon Gustafson — Neil Petrie Ginny Steele
Dec 11 71.47% Bill Stoltey — Jim Zuboy

Transferred into Unit

Masterpoint Milestones

Junior Master — 5 Masterpoints
David Clemens
Sharon Clemens
Ruth Mary Lyons
Joseph Ricciardi
Galen Schwanner
Jack Shafer

Club Master — 20 Masterpoints
Chris Bartlett
Peter Hogue
Ann Johnson
Lee Johnson
Louis Jurado
Jim Rattmann

Sectional Master — 50 Masterpoints
John Blankinship
Judith Lilly
Lloyd Parker

Regional Master — 100 Masterpoints
Miriam Johnson
Bob Link
Julie Wertz
Brenda Woodward

NABC Master - 200 Masterpoints
Burke Snowden

Life Master— 300 Masterpoints
Andrea French

The newsletter will continue to provide Upcoming Events, Tournament Results, Membership Milestones
and the Club Corner, and from time-to-time, articles of general interest to bridge players in Northern Colorado and
nearby communities. Please contact the editor with any news, special events, or items of general interest including
challenging and interesting bridge hands. You can even win a free play for one of our Unit games. Just send us a

Steven Dillen from E. Massachusetts
Verla Dunn from Seaside

Steven Eggleston from Denver
Beverly Gilbert from Bishop

Sheri Frantz from Gilroy/Holilster
James Hermanson from Seaside
George Janson from Central Florida

New Members
Nancy Adams
Carol Cech
Ann Dinsmoor
Ann Foster
Carol George
Mary Heaton
Beverly Loehrke
Susan Nicholson
Linda Onstad
Michael Peetz
Alaeldin Rachid
Glynn Sisson
Priscilla Sisson
Joanne Sunset
Ron Suton
Sue Volk
John Wolf

IN MEMORIAL
JUNE McCORD
NANCY SHIVELY

bridge problem from a local game, and if it's website material, you're a winner.

Larry Matheny Marilyn Pultz
Unit 363 RECAP Editor Asst. Editor
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CLUB CORNER

Fort Collins
Daytime Duplicate Bridge Club
Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive
Marlene Aranci
Mon — 12:30

223-0046
Open, standby available

Choice City Duplicate Bridge Club
Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive

Marlene Aranci
Tue —12:30

223-0046
Open, All ages welcome

Fort Collins Duplicate Players Club

Community of Christ Church, 220 East Oak
Dawn Foltz
Wed - 6:30

204-1952
Open, Teams 1* Wed

The Fort Fun Bridge Club----------------—-—- 0-200 Game
St. John'’s Lutheran Church, 305 E. Elizabeth St.
Marilyn Pultz & Bill Follis 970-980-5366
FunBridge@comcast.net

Thurs — 6:30 - Call for reservation or a partner.
Teams — 3" Thursday of even-numbered months.
Salon (mini-lesson) by Larry Matheny — 3 Thursdays

The RECAP
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941 Alexandria Drive
Loveland, CO 80538-1573

Senior Center Duplicate (non-ACBL sanctioned)
Senior Center, 1200 Raintree Drive

Mark Spaeth 669-7329

Fri—11:30 Open
Greeley

The Greeley Clubs

Donna & Tom Roberts 304-0410

Greeley Senior Center, 1010 6th Street

Wed - 12:30 Open

Greeley Senior Center, 1010 6" Street

Sat—12:30 Open
Estes Park

Estes Park Duplicate Club

Methodist Church, 1509 Fish Hatchery Road

John Krueger: 970-577-0657
2" & 4™ Mondays-1:00---------=-=--- Open, Stratified
Call to reserve a seat or for a partner.

PLACE
U.S. POSTAGE
HERE

Place label here
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